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BUILDING BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES 


HE responsibilities of local authorities, which were 

gradually increasing during the period between the 
two wars, have now become almost overwhelming. Apart 
from other factors, the admitted delays and unevenness 
in the housmg programme may be due to the different 
approach by different authorities to their building problems. 
Any practical suggestions, therefore, for a common and 
general method are to be welcomed. 

Some suggestions for the improvement of the administra- 
tion of local authorities’ building work which are made 
in the current issue of “ Keystone,” the journal of the 
A.B.T., can be divided into three. Firstly, an architect’s 
department separate from the engineer’s; secondly, a 
direct labour department; and thirdly, a management 
department. With the first and third of these suggestions 
we are largely in agreement, though not in entire agreement 
as regards method. 

Local authorities, except ‘at the county level, have 
tended to tack on their building work to the engineer’s 
department, where it was somewhat of a Cinderella, having 
plenty of ugly sisters, but rarely a Prince-Charming to 
help her. The reason was that most local authorities had 
little building work, and as the average councillor was not 
only deplorably ignorant of building technique but 
absolutely deficient in architectural taste, the simplest 
and cheapest way was taken by passing it to the engineer. 
In many cases also there was a certain amount of jealousy 
on the part of the latter. In technical matters he had always 
been supreme with his Council and he had no mind to share 
his throne with a rival. 

The position to-day, of course, is entirely different, 
but old habits and prejudices die hard, and it is obviously 
not clear to many local authorities that to carry out large 
schemes of work which are purely architectural without a 
competent architect to design and supervise is as ridiculous 
as to put the department of public health under—say—a 
chemist. 

So far, then, we are in agreement, but is the best solution 
the appointment of a salaried architect ? In the case of 
counties, certainly, and in the case of large city corpora- 
tions, probably, since they have other building responsi- 
bilities than housing and their work is, therefore, as ever- 
lasting as that of the engineer. In the case of the smaller 
authorities the problem is very much more doubtful. 
We are naturally, and rightly, so obsessed with housing that 
we are apt to forget that sometime, we hope in the next 
ten years, saturation point will have been reached. What 
then will there be for the salaried architect ? 

Ten years is a long time for anyone wanting a house, 
but a very short time for anyone taking a public appoint- 
ment. Permanency and a pension are wanted.. Could 


either be reasonably guaranteed by the majority of local 
authorities ? Surely the best course would be to engage 
private architects, many of whom are notoriously unem- 
ployed, on a fee basis. This practice, as we have already 
recorded in these pages, has been followed by several 
There would be a further 


local authorities recently. 


advantage. Such men could exercise an independence of 
judgment very difficult for the official and would be less 
liable to interference. It must be remembered that the 
pressure of private and sectional interests cam be brought 
to bear on the officials of any authority, whatever its 
political complexion, as has been seen frequently during 
the last two years. 

As regards a management department, the objections to 
appointing an additional official as head are the same as in 
the case of the ‘architect. That some such department is 
advisable is undoubted, but surely a staff with a sectional 
chief seconded from the engineer’s department would be 
sufficient. There is very little difference between the 
management of building and civil engineering work. The 
average local authority cannot afford to add to its expenses, 
and, in any case, considering the present serious shortage 
of technicians, where are all these extra staffs to come 
from? This, of course, is an additional argument for 
employing men who already have an Organisation anda staff. 

As to the suggestion of a direct labour depart ment, 
we are on very much more debatable ground. It is an 
old hare, of course, which was probably grey when the 
Pharaohs built the Pyramids, or perhaps when Noah built 
the Ark, and to most practical men a direct negative or 
a direct positive is equally impossible. So much depends 
on circumstances. With regard to repair work which is 
carried on year after year the answer is “yes.” The 
Ministry of Works frequently adopt it for this purpose, as 
have many large factory owners. In work involving 
heavy risks it may be advantageous, as a private firm may 
insure themselves to a greater extent than finally is 
necessary. - 

But with regard to large-scale, simple work, such as 
housing and most building work carried out by local 
authorities, the answer in our opinion is in the negative. 
Let us see what advantages are claimed by the writer of 
the article to which we have referred. 

Firstly, lower cost. Well, Mr. Bevan (and he should 
know) stated at the Margate Congress that production 
was no better on direct labour schemes than on others. 
After all, why should it be? It has been an axiom of 
Socialism that men will work better for the community 


-direct than through the medium of a private employer, 


though it was never quite obvious why they should; 
if men are building houses for a public body, why should 
their energies be affected because John Smith, Builder, is 
making a profit? They do not themselves work for love, 
and very often John Smith makes a loss. 

But the whole question of cost is rather suspect. The 
cost is not merely the cost of the work on the site, plus the 
cost of materials and oyerhead eharges for plant and 
supervision ; to.these have to be added a proportion of the 
overhead charges of the authority as a whole. It would 
be interesting, and, we think, informative, if the costs of a 
contract carried out by one large firm of contractors and 


of a similar contract carried out’ by direct labour were ~ 


made up by a firm of accountants. 
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Secondly, it is suggested that direct labour would assist 
the development and reorganisation of the industry, because 
apparently in an actuarial sense labour is scattered at an 
average of five men per employer. This argument we 
cannot follow. Local authority work is not done by 
builders employing five men. It may be desirable to 
‘Temove these men from their employers and set them on 
housing sites, but the establishment of direct labour 
departments will not affect it. Such men work under these 
conditions merely because they get an easier time, fre- 
quently more money, and are not bothered and ordered 
about as they would be on contracts. It may shock 
“ Keystone,” but individualists still exist. 


Thirdly, it is claimed that direct labour departments 
would cut wastage and provide facilities for trying alterna- 
tive methods and material, and that by bulk purchase of 
materials no avoidable delays would occur.. Frankly, 
this. leaves us gasping. Wastage to-day is mostly due to 
the fact that when the labour is present the material is 
not, and that when the material is, the labour is not. This, 
also, is where the delays occur, and no amount of bulk 
purchase would obviate them. One can buy a great deal 
on paper, but if it hasn’t been made or is not in the country 
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it is not much use. As for alternative methods and 
materials, surely we have had enough if not too much of 
these, which are in any case not desiderata but a regrettable 
necessity. Has the writer of the article mentioned never 


The difficulties of to-day are not necessarily anyone’s 
fault. The unfortunate civil servant, the lamentable 
“ Puffington ” as a contemporary calls him, is often not to 
blame. He cannot produce what is not there, and cer- 
tainly no change in method in placing contracts would make 
the slightest difference. 

In conclusion we would, albeit with diffidence, suggest 
that the whole article has been written rather with an 
ideological-mind than a strictly practical one. We are a 
technical journal and cater for technicians of all views, 
whether they be politically saints or sinners or plain 
Laodiceans (far be it from us to define either the saint or 
the sinner), and we do not believe that practical and 
technical problems can be approached from a political 
point of view. The vast majority of men, whether Labour, 
Tory, Liberal or Communist, will not in practice work 
harder than they have to—and in such weather as we have 
had recently who can blame them ? 








NOTES AND NEWS 


Bankside Power Station Finally Approved. 

In the House of Commons on Tuesday 
Mr. Silkin, Minister of Town and Country 
Planning, professed himself as satisfied 
that sulphur and other obnoxious fumes 
could be eliminated from Bankside Power 
Station, the scheme for rebuilding of which 
would go forward. His full statement is 
on page 595. 


‘Czechoslovak Architecture. 


A Marriage of Styles. 

Ir says much for Czech architects that 
in a city so profuse in Baroque architec- 
ture as Prague the modern buildings 
not only succeed in not looking out of 
place: but actually seem to enhance the 
superbly romantic quality of the older 
buildings. The result is a city which 
could be called an architect’s paradise, a 
place where from almost every angle some- 
thing of architectural interest can be seen 
and admired. Even the German occupa- 
tion has not made a great deal of impres- 


sion upon Prague, and we hope that when 
Continental travel becomes easier Prague 
will once again become a centre of pil- 
grimage for British architects. Mean- 
while, the interesting and ‘well-arranged 
exhibition (open until June 24, 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m.) admirably holds the fort and re- 
flects much credit on Mr. Krejcar and Mr. 
Treichlinger, the architects responsible 
for the arrangement. The opening cere- 


mony on Tuesday was performed by H.E. 
the Czech Ambassador. (Dr. Kratochvil) 
and Sir Lancelot Keay, P.R.I.B.A. 





Visitors to the R.I.B.A. at 66, Port- 
land-place will see a very, attractive exhi- 
bition of Czechoslovakian architecture and 
will probably come away with the impres- 
sion held by so many people who have 
visited the country—that Prague contains 
some of the finest traditional and modern 
architecture in existence. 

The main interest of this exhibition 
centres on the Czechoslovak Two-Year 
Plan for reconstruction. One of the most 
interesting exhibits is a large model illus- 
trated by additional plans and sketches of 
the scheme for the rebuilding of Lidice, 
which was so brutally «déstroyed by the 
Germans. A national competition was 
held, and the winners, Mr. Hilsky, Mr. 
Marek and Mr. Krejcar, have been ap- 

inted chief architects for the scheme. A 
arge number of additional architects have 
been called in to assist them in the design 
of particular buildings, so that the final 
scheme will be very representative of all 
that is best in Czechoslovak architecture 
to-day. The main feature of this two- 
year plan is the production of accommo- 
dation for 200, families by the provi- 

' sion of new dwellings. 

It is interesting to note that in this new 
— great prominence is being given te 
arge groups of flats containing centralised 
restaurant, laundry, playgrounds, etc. 
Nevertheless, in each area a fair propor- 
tion of individual houses will also be pro- 
vided, and as far as possible the public 
will be given a choice. In addition, the 
plan also provides for the erection of hos- 
pitals, factories, schools and other public 
buildings, although housing has absolute 
first priority. Czechoslovakia is not suffer- 
ing from any very serious building 
material shortages. She has plenty of 
timber, steel, concrete and brick, although 
there is a scarcity of various fittings. 


ELECTRICITY WORKS, KOLIN (1943). 
Czechoslovakian Architecture now on view at the R.I.B.A. 





This view is from the Exhibition of 
(See Notes.) The 


architect is J. Fragner. 
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THE COLLECTIVE HOUSE, MOST. Designed by E. Linhart-Hilsky in 1946, this project is of flats and communal buildings 
(including schools, restaurant and cinema), part of a housing scheme for miners. A sufficiency of houses will be included to 


allow reasonable choice of accommodation. 


Essex C.C. and Private Architects. 


THe Essex County Council are to engage 
private architects to help the County 
Architect, Mr. H. Conolly, F.R.I.B.A, in 
the school-building programme, subject to 
terms being agreed and sopmeoraene in a 
formal contract. The President of the 
R.I.B.A. has nominated a panel of twelve 
architects, and the County Council have 
appointed the following for the first five 
projects: Messrs. Gerald Shenstone and 
R. Sheppard, FF.R.1.B.A., Mr. D. Clarke 
Hall, F.R.I.B.A., Mr. R. C. Foster, 
M.B.E., M.C., F.R.I.B.A., Mr. J. E. K. 
Harrison, F.R.I.B.A., Messrs. G, Fair- 
weather and R. Furneaux Jordan. 
FF.R.I.B.A. 


When Do We Start Planning ? 


A BRIEF HOLIDAY in Devonshire co- 
incided with the Town Planning Institute 
Conference at Torquay, and it was at 
Plymouth that Mr. J. Paton-Watson, the 
City Engineer, pointed out to the mem- 
bers of the Conference how the deeply laid 
plahs for the new town had up to date 
been completely frustrated. 

Many will remember Mr. Paton-Watson 
as a member of the cast (together with Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie) of that inspiring 
film ‘‘ The Way We Live,” a film devoted 
to the explanation of the scheme for the 
rebuilding of Plymouth. In it the p!an for 
the new town was seen being discussed 
and voted for by the City Council. It was 
approved, but there the matter has rested 
for over four years. As Mr. Watson said : 
“‘ After four years, we in Plymouth are 
still looking at ruins; we expected great 
things not only in our city centre but on 
our new estates, but so far they have not 
materialised, We were, advised to plan 
boldly and the people got guidance and in- 


spiration from our plans, but ‘they are now 
confronted only by ruins and ugly hoard- 
ings on the highway. A quarter-of-a- 
million spent-annually in propaganda, but, 
no money for a bold or planned road 
policy !”’ 

Here before our eyes is a carefully 
planned scheme for the rebirth of a great 
city gradually losing its impetus and vir- 





PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 


ARTICLES _ Page 
EDITORIAL : Building by Local 

Authorities sig saa Seat ee 
TOWN PLANNING NEEDS OF 

MELBOURNE ... LE ae S88 
A NEW CONCEPTION’ OF 

MANAGEMENT sé wad.) ee 
DOVER RECONSTRUCTION 

PROPOSALS. Reviewed by 

H. V. Lanchester Res so: |='S9O 
UNIVERSITY-TRAINED 

BUILDERS eas bad a Se 
CORRESPONDENCE _... Seas 7 ee 
IN PARLIAMENT es, gee 
FUTURE CONSTRUCTION... 597 
ILLUSTRATIONS 
EXHIBITION GARDEN, CHEL- 

SEA FLOWER SHOW. By 

Sheila M. Haywood: ... Ses! ae 
CHURCH OF S. FRANCIS OF 

ASSISI. By Robert Potter ... 578 
HOUSES AT HYTHE, KENT. 

By M. A. SWAN 584 


PROPOSED OFFICE BLOCK, 
ST. JAMES’S. By T., P. H. and 
E. Braddock ... dds -. 586 

NURSERY SECTION, RIPPLE- 
ROAD SCHOOL, BARKING. 

By C. C. Shaw, Borough 
Architect faa ive ans 


This scheme is on view at the Czechoslovakian: Exhibition-at the R.1.B.A. 


tually falling into slow decay. The chief 
obstacle is, of course, finance, and of this 
Mr. Paton-Watson had to say: “‘ We are 
told to narrow our streets, to whittle down 
our cross-sections, to amend our designs 
and forget our foresight, because the 
Treasury again controls all things and says 
that open spaces are of no use unless they 
can be trodden on. Special planning has 
for many years been advocated as a basic 
principle of planning; surely this includes 
planning for monumental effect as well as 
pure utilitarianism in a city centre, and 
yet when it comes to the actual perform- 
ance, financial obstacles are raised which 
are claimed to be insuperable.”’ 

The tragedy of this probably lies some- 
where in the fact that the new Plymouth, 
and many another town, was planned dur- 
ing those incredible days when we were 
spending about fourteen million pounds 
every day upon the war. ' Now that we 
have ‘become financially adjusted (or mal- 
adjusted), the monetary situation deems it 
impossible that a comparatively large sum 
should be spent upon even such a laud- 
able object as the rebuilding of Plymouth. 

This one instance of town planning 
frustration, however, serves as a good 
indication as to how other schemes, and 
even the London plan, may fare when the 
time arrives for the solid financial aspect 
to be taken into consideration. 


War Damage Value Payments. 

Tue War Damage Commission desires to 
warn claimants that there will be delay 
in making value payments in cases where 
the payment has.to be shared, if the forms 
setting out the amounts of the shares, as 
agreed by the interested parties, are not 
completed and returned promptly to the 
op apa regional] offices. To date about 
100,000 forms relating to shares in 40,000 

E 











EXHIBITION GARDEN, CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW. 


value payments have been issued to 
claimants, but in only 2,000 cases has the 
Commission been advised of the amounts 
of the agreed shares. The Commission wili 
deal with cases in the order-in which the 
share forms are returned completed, and 
claimants who fail to return the forms 
promptly will prejudice their chances of 
receiving payment on the first payment 
date, 


‘Enterprise Scotland, 1947.” 

Some details of the exhibition to be 
held concurrently with the Edinburgh 
Festival of Music and Drama from 
August 25 to September 30 are given on 
page 594. At the Press Conference held 
at the Waldort Hotel on Wednesday, 
June 4, a warm tribute to the chief archi- 
tect and chief designer, Mr. Basil Spence, 
A.R.I.B.A., and Mr. James Gardner, 
O.B.E., respectively, was paid by Sir 
Stafford Cripps, President of the Board 
of Trade. ‘‘ Those who remember the 
‘Britain Can Make It’ Exhibition,’ he 
said, ‘‘ will know that the setting for 
‘Enterprise Scotland’ will be worthy of 
its aims, for these two gentlemen were 
mainly responsible for the magnificent 
setting of the ‘Britain Can Make It’ 
Exhibition.” 


An Appointment. 

Proressor ‘A. E. Ricwarpson, .R.A., 
F.R.LB.A., has been appointed architect 
to the Dean and Chapter of York Minster. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. A. Victor Farrigr, A.R.I.B.A., for the 
past 44 years Assistant Director of Works and 
latterly Assistant Chief Architect, Ministry of 
Works, has recommenced private practice at 
7, Thornton Hill, Wimbledon, 8.W.19 (telephone 
Wimbledon 2865) under the title Harold Bailey 


and Farrier. 

Mr. E. . _W.. ArHerton, A.R.1.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.IL, and Mr. B. E. BRencHey, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., chartered architects and 
planning consultants, have moved their London 
Office from 36, Paddington-street, W.1, to 9, Mans- 
—- Portland-place, W.1 (Langham 
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COMPETITION NEWS 
Licensed Premises, Birmingham. 

Messrs. Mitchells and Butlers announce 
that they have recently held a limited 
architectural competition for plans for 
premises to be erected on their site at the 
junction of John Bright-street and Hill- 
street, Birmingham, the previous build- 
ings on which were destroyed by bombs 
during the war. The award of Mr. S. N. 
Cooke, M.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., who acted as 
assessor, is as follows :— 

1st, Mr. T. Cecil Howitt, F.R.I.B.A., 
of Nottingham. 

2nd, Mr. Oliver Hill, F.R.I.B.A., of 
London, S.W.1. 

3rd, Messrs. W. Alexander Harvey and 
H. Graham Wicks, FF.R.I.B.A., of Bir- 
mingham. 

The plans of the winning architect to be 
used for the premises eventually erected 
on this site will, of course, be subject to 
the approval of the Licensing Planning 
Committee. 

The plans submitted by the eleven archi- 
tects who were invited to enter this com- 
petition will ke on view to the public at 


COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, June 17, 

FEDERATION OF COATED MACADAM INDUSTRIES. 
Annual Luncheon. The Dorchester Hotel, Park- 
lane, W.1. 1 p.m. : 

Hovusine Centre. Dr. Marian-E. A. Bowley on 
“Economic Aspect of Housing.” 13, Suffolk- 
street, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 


Wednesday, June 18, 

South Eastern Society of ARcHITECTs (Maid- 
tone Group of the Tunbridge Wells Chapter). 
Mr. J. M. Holt on “The Manufacture of 
Window Glass.” The Maidstone Technical 
Institute, Maidstone, Kent. 


Thursday, June 19. 

Town PLannine Institute. Address by Mr. 
Lewis Silkin, Minister of Town and Country 
ie spe Livingstone Hall, Broadway, S.W.1. 

p.m. 


Friday; June 20. 

THe ‘Royav INstiruTrloON or CHARTERED Swur- 
veyors (Middlesex. and. Urban Esser Junior 
Branch). Annual General Meeting. R.I.C.S., 12, 
Great George-street, S.W.1. 6.30 p.m. 





SHEILA M. HAYWOOD, A.R.1.B.A., 


June 13 1947 


A.I.L.A., GARDEN DESIGNER. (See facing page.) 


the Chamber of Commerce Building, Bir- 
mingham, on the following dates: Mon- 
day, June 16, 2 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Tuesday, 
June 17, to Friday, June 20, inclusive, 
10 a.m: to 9 p.m. each day; Saturday, 
June 21, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


aes Art Bursaries Competition, 


Tue Council of the Royal Society of Arts 
have accepted the recommendation of the 
Industrial Art Bursaries Board to hold a 
competition for British students of schools 
of art in Great Britain in which bursaries 
of £150 each will be offered in the follow- 
ing four groups:—Furnishing Textiles. 
Leather Goods, Wallpaper and Open-close 
Stove design. (This last bursary has been 
offered by the Coal Utilisation Joint Coun- 
cil and will be open to students of any 
form of three-dimensional design.) ‘The 
closing date for the receipt of entry forms 
is June 30, 1947. These may be obtained, 
together with copies of the conditions of 
the competition, from the Secretary of the 
Society at 6-8, John Adam-st., ndon, 
W.C.2. Designs submitted for the first 
round will be required by October 1, 1947. 
Although the age limit will be 18 to 25, 
the upper limit may be extended at the 
discretion: of the Juries in the case of er- 
Service candidates. 


From The Builder of 1847 


Saturday, June 12, 1847. 

Str Joun ReEnniE’s CoNVERSAZIONE.— 
The President of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers gave his second soirée on the 
5th inst., and the number of visitors was 
very great. We would suggest to Sir John, 
in the event of a similar meeting hereafter, 
that some better arrangement should be 
made for the recovery of hats and coats 
than was found on this occasion, when we 
fought in a dense crowd for five and thirty 
minutes, and were ultimately but too 
happy to escape without the object. of our 
search, by means of the kitchen stairs and 
the area gate. 
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ROBERT POTTER, 
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Above: View from South-East, 
Left: Detail of West Entrance. 
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View from South-West. 
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First-floor Plan. 
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Ground-floor Plan. 
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The Nave, looking towards Sanctuary. 


CHURCH OF S. FRANCIS OF ASSISI, SALISBURY 


ROBERT POTTER, A.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


SnEEEEEEEnee ee 











582 


CHURCH OF S. FRANCIS 
OF ASSISI, SALISBURY 


THE BUILDING OF THE CHURCH OF S. FRANCIS OF 
Assisi, Salisbury, was’ commenced in 1938, bat 
owing to the outbreak of war and other difficulties 
was not completed until 1940. 

An open plan with passage aisles has been 
adopted to accommodate a congregation of 400. 
The placing of the choir and organ in the gallery 
at the west end of the church permits a closer 
intimacy between nave and sanctuary and a 
most satisfactory arrangement for the musical 
needs of the church. 

The sanctuary is set between two flights of 
steps leading to a Lady Chapel at an elevated level 
behind the High Altar. To ensure that adequate 
emphasis is given to the focal point of the building, 
two large windows provide a flood of light from 
the north and south sides of the sanctuary—as 
may be seen from photograph on this page. 
Beneath the Lady Chapel is a large parish room, 
its floor sunk a few steps below the general level of 
the building to provide adequate ceiling height. 

The small gallery over the vestibule at the west 
end can accommodate some 30 persons or a small 
orchestra in addition to the choir. The organ 
console. is arranged in an extension to the gallery 
where the organist can command uninterrupted 
views of the congregation and sanctuary. Specially 
designed chambers house the speakers of the 
electronic Hammond organ. The principal en- 
trance to the church is at the west end, and two 
cloakrooms lead off each side of the vestibule. A 
second entrance is made through a porch under 


View in Tower Porch. 
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View. across Entrance to Sanctuary. 


the tower on the axis of a small baptistery. Two 
other entrances are provided at the east end, but 
these are primarily to serve the choir and clergy 
vestries. which flank the parish room. Access to 
the flat roofs over vestries and passage aisles is 
obtained through the Lady Chapel and tower, and 
access to the main roof is also from the tower. 

The construction of the building is principally 
jn brickwork, reinforced concrete being used for 
the main beams and flat roofs. The external 
facings are in plum-grey Sussex Brick Co.’s 2}-in. 
bricks, laid in a deep bed of lime-cement mortar. 
The dressings are in reconstructed stone by the 
Bristol Stone and Concrete Co. 

Internally the walls are plastered to a warm 
broken .white—acoustic plaster being used at 
the apse in the Lady Chapel. Acoustic tiling of 
“ Heraklith ’” panels forms the medium for a 
decorative ceiling. Electric lighting is from con- 
cealed points, mainly in the ceiling. A sunken 
boiler-room houses the accelerated low-pressure 
hot-water heating system, sufficient room being 
provided for an extension of the plant to cope 
with a future parish hall. The cost of the building, 
including furniture, was £12,000. 

The late Messrs. Godson and Sons were the 
original contractors for the building but the work 
was completed by Messrs. Wort and Way, of Salis- 
bury. Heating was by the Norris Warming Co., 
and lighting by Messrs. Geo.. Shears and Son, of . 
Bournemouth. 

The architect is Mr. Robert Potter, A.R.I.B.A. 
(of Messrs. W. H. Randoll Blacking and Robert 
Potter), Salisbury. 


ROBERT POTTER, A.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 
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View in Nave, looking towards Choir Gallery. Below: The Baptistery. 
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The South Elevation. 


HOUSES AT HYTHE, KENT 
in Competition organised by House-Building Industries’ Standing Committee 
M. A. SWAN, L.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


Butt IN BRICK AND TILED, THESE HOUSES HAVE AS inside the building. A wide range of equipment and 
special features utility rooms planned as detached struc- fitted cupboards are installed. The builders were Messrs 
tures linked by covered ways. Soil and waste pipes are W. J. Marston and Son,‘Ltd., of Fulham, 8.W.6. 
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
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PROPOSED OFFICE BLOCK, ST. JAMES’S-STREET, S.W. 
T. and P. H. BRADDOCK, F. & A.R.I.B.A., and £. BRADDOCK, M.I.Struct.£., ARCHITECTS 


THE SITE OF THIS IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT HAS 
frontages to St. James’s-street and Arlington-street 
and the whole of the south side of Bennet-street. 
The building has been planned to allow develdp- 
ment in sections. The building is of modern office 
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type, with shops at ground-floor level. It will be of 
ferro-concrete construction, and will be faced with 
Portland stone. The architects are Messrs. TF. and 
P. H. Braddock, F. and A.R.I.B.A., and E. 
Braddock, M.I.Struct.E. 


son hu 5, 


Anvaamee | 





STAR at 


Pavement we 


ARLINGTON 


er 
40 Ft, 








June 13 1947 








june 13 1947 


THE BUILDER 587 





NURSERY SECTION, RIPPLE-ROAD SCHOOL, BARKING 
C. C. SHAW, B.Arch.(L’pool.), F.R.1.B.A., BOROUGH ARCHITECT 


Tue Nursery Secrion at Rippie-roap ScHOOL, 
Barking, was completed in 1939, and consists of a 
nursery classroom, lavatory, kitchen and store, the 
accommodation being provided in the space occu- 
pied by two classrooms and cloakrooms. 

Internally, the walls of the nursery, store and 
kitchen are lined with fibre-board which is painted, 
and in the lavatory the existing classroom walls, 
which are plastered and have a salt-glazed brick 
dado, have been left. Heating is by means of hot 
water from the existing apparatus, altered to 


oo ae 
J Neides. | NEW WORK 
rRobm|] WZ 










7 TCvea 
LOAKS 4, 


INFANTS, A 
CLOAK 
4 





iste Se Oe 


























Before Conversion. 


| | EXISTING WORK. 


‘suit the new layout of thé nursery section. 


The main contractors were Messrs. Lees of 
Enfield, Ltd., and the sub-contractors and suppliers 
were: sanitary fittings, General Light Castings, 
Ltd.; structural steelwork, Sanders & Forster; 
metal doors and windows and patent roof. glazing, 
James Couper & Co., Ltd.; cloakroom fitments, the 
Manor Joinery Works; ironmongery, James Hill & 
Co., Ltd.; fireplace, Page Calnan & Co., Ltd.; 
linoleum, B. Holden & Co., Ltd.; radiator grilles, 
F. W. Potter & Soar, Ltd. 
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THE TOWN PLANNING 
NEEDS OF MELBOURNE 


GOME ten years ago there was a move- 
ment in Melbourne to secure an 
expert to prepare a scheme for town 
planning and reconditioning the extensive 
areas in the city which fell short of the 
existing standards. That such action 
was necessary and reasonable was the 
view taken by many of the leading citi- 
zens, but they did not then have, nor 
have they since secured, the measure of 
public support needed to put in operation 
the steps proposed. Now, when it is con- 
templated that the next twenty-five years 
will witness an unprecedented amount of 
city building, it is realised that the pro- 
gramme of works and housing to offset 
the wartime restrictions on _ building 
activities provides a unique opportunity 
to make the towns and cities of Austra- 
lia an appropriate setting: for the com- 
munity life of the people. 

This is emphasised by Dr.-H. C. 
Coombs, the Director-General, Ministry of 
Post-War Reconstruction, who contributes 
a foreword to the well-studied essay on 
the subject prepared by Dr. Ernest 
Fooks, under the title ‘‘ X-Ray the City,’’* 
which opens with a general review of 
conditions in the major capitals of 
Europe and America, then proceeding to 
apply the results of these studies to the 
city of Melbourne, which ranks sixteenth 
in area and twenty-sixth in population 
(1,142,000) among the greater cities of the 
world. : 

Melbourne, in conimon with other large 
towns, has reached the point where the 
population of the central area has begun 
to diminish, while the continuous total 
increase takes place in the outer suburbs, 
in some cases reaching and in others 
tending to extend beyond the city boun- 





Ernest’ Fooks, 


* “X-Ray the City.” By 
Ruskin Press, 


D-Eng., A.R.A.I.A., A.R.V.I.A. 
Melbourne, Australia. 
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daries. These show -all the features of a 
haphazard and uncontrolled sprawl. In 
comparison with Sydney, Melbourne 
suffers from being situated on a much less 
attractive site, and although well pro- 
vided with open spaces, these have been 
planned in a less orderly and logical way 
than at Adelaide. The initial plan for 
Melbourne followed the usual American 
rectangular system and was aligned on the 
points of the compass; the main roads 
were of adequate width, alternated with 
narrower lanes. This alignment has, with 
minor exceptions, been carried out in the 
expansion of the city, with the result that 
there are few points of salient interest, 
and not many buildings have secured 
dominant sites. 

These points do not fall within Dr. 
Fooks’s programme, which he defines 
most specifically as concerned with the 
appropriate housing for, and the rational 
distribution of, the population of the city. 
The careful study given to the demands 
for adequate accommodation and a judi- 
cious relationship between residential and 
industrial building is somewhat vitiated 
by the omission of such factors as the 
comparative amenities of various dis- 
tricts and the needful supplementary in- 
formation as to travelling facilities. 


Site Overcrowding. 

In the area around the business centre 
there is definite overcrowding of the 
dwellings on their sites and in the occu- 
pation of the homes, the latter in South 
Melbourne being as high as 13.78 per 
cent. of these. There are, moreover, 
other matters that have had an effect 
detrimental to the satisfactory develop- 
ment of the city; building by-laws and 
regulations did not keep-pace with the 
requirements, and those in force did not 
effect the remedies intended owing to lack 
of skill in drafting them. Neither plan- 
ning nor building seems to be of a high 
standard in the residential areas, and 
consequently there is an undue propor- 
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tion which is rapidly deteriorating -into 
slums. The Housing Investigation (ank 
Slum Abolition Board has found that 
some areas have as many as 50 houses to 
the acre, with 50 to 68 per cent. land 
coverage. 

Melbourne’s slums are not solely, nor 
even principally, due to overcrowding; a 
worse feature is the large proportion of 
ramshackle rubbish admitted as adjuncts 
to houses that are themselves often of in- 
ferior forms of construction. In the 
country improvised shacks may, to a 
limited extent, be admissible, but when 
these are imported into a town area the 
result is disastrous. No properly framed 
by-laws would have permitted such a 
state of things to occur, and it is evident 
that Melbourne has suffered not only from 
lack of recognition of sound town plan- 
ning but even from the want of such 
building regulations as have been im 
operation in Western Europe for the last 
80 years, 

It is difficult to understand how this 
debased standard can have been tolerated 
so long in a city of the dignity and im- 
portance of Melbourne, and it wiil require 
something much more emphatic than the 
scholarly studies of Dr. Fooks to bring: 
about a lively sense of the present defi- 
ciency in the civic standards, which it 
seems difficult to reconcile with the 
general measure of living in Australia; 
it may, however, be hoped that this work 
will give a start. towards a more compre- 
hensive appreciation of what good town 
planning demands and that leaders of 
public opinion will then be able to secure 
the support hitherto denied them for 
measures bringing their city into line with 
those with which its importance justifies 
comparison. Have 


Change of Address. 

Tue registered offices of the Institute. 
of Quantity Surveyors have been moved 
from Wolverhampton to 68a, St. John’s 
Wood High-st., London, N.W.8. 
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A NEW CONCEPTION OF MANAGEMENT—|!. 


FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


Ir is unfortunate that. the Urwick Com- 
mittee on Education for Management was 
representative of professional and educa- 
tional rather than industrial interests. 
When confronted with problems which 
were mainly commercial and industrial 
they apparently found themselves unable 
to deal with these.and confined their atten- 
tion to questions of syllabuses for the 
teaching of management in commercial 
and technical institutions. Indeed, as 7’he 
Economist remarks, the report raises all 
the interesting questions but answers none 
of them. 

Greater importance attaches to manage- 
ment in industry to-day than at any period 
in our history, and as The Times pointed 
out, ‘‘ The present crisis is peculiarly a 
challenge to the quality of . British 
management.”’ Is that quality good 
enough? While, at its best, it is cer- 
tainly without equal, there are too many 
cases in our industry as a whole where it 
is open to criticism for being out-ofsdate 
and unwilling to learn. Management is 
both an art and a science. After the 
directors have settled policy it is the 
function of the manager to create condi- 
tions which will secure that all the factors 
in-output (psychological, commercial, and 
technical) make their highest contribution 
to efficiency. The scientific side of 
management, which must be learned from 
study and practice, concerns itself with 
such matters as Time and Motion Studies, 
psychological selection and training of 
Pee as 9 market research and the inter- 
pretation and use of statistics. But in 
practice management frequently steps 
ouside the field of the measurable and the 
calculable, and it is then that a success- 
ful manager has to be more artist than 
mathematician. The Urwick Report em- 
phasises that technical study alone cannot 
make a manager, as success will depend 
upon his innate qualities, his acquired 
knowledge, his experience under com-' 
petent guidance, and above all on the 
degree to which he combines these ele- 
ments into a balanced personality com- 
manding the respect of those with whom 
he is associated. 

The suggestion that a Commission of 
Inquiry should visit the United States to 
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examine American facilities for manage- 
ment education is an interesting one. 
Scientific management or, as our Ameri- 
can friends sometimes call it, industrial 
engineering, has been the subject of much 
closer study in the United States than has 
et been given to it here. This has pro- 
bably resulted from the higher propor- 
tion of unskilled or only partially skilled 
labour in America than obtains in this 
country. Not in isolated instances but as 
a general rule job analysis is carried to a 
much higher — than we have any 
knowledge of. This is done in order to 
get the greatest measure of output from 
the available labour. Le! peace possess- 
ing a high degree of skill are not wasted 
upon the jobs that can be done equally 
well by unskilled labour or by semi- 
skilled machine tenders. 


Functional Organisation 
Specialists in industrial engineering are 
frequently called in by the. boards of 
directors of all classes of business. The 
first task of these specialists is to depict 
on paper the ideal functional organisation 
for the business, generally without any 
reference to the personalities at present 
supposed to be performing each function. 
No matter what tho business may be, one 
can usually divide it functionally under 
three main heads, namely, 
(1) Sales, i.e., bringing in the business ; 
(2)' Production—manufacture of , the 
product ; £ 
(3) Control—paying all costs and col- 
lecting all revenue. 
These three functionally separate de- 


-partments are ideally supposed to be under 


three separate managers, all responsible to 
a general manager. 

It is a common experience of these 
specialist production engineers that a 
survey of the basic organic structure of 
their client’s business generally reveals an 
overlapping of responsibility for some 
function and a general lack of a clear-cut 
understanding of the principles of autho- 
rity and responsibility, or even of the 
fact that they are connected, i.e., that 
there can be no responsibility without 
authority; and vice versa. For instance, a 
sales tnanager should be vested with all 
necessary authority within his own de- 








R. A. Exhibition, 1947. 








Drawn by Mary L. Wilkinson 


COLLEGE CHAPEL, ST. CHRISTOPHER’S, BLACKHEATH 


& MARY L. WILKINSON, 
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partment and can make representations 
on production and control to the general 
manager, but may not issue orders to the 
production and control departments. The 
use of the term ‘‘manager’’ for the 
separate departments sometimes causes a 
client (i.e., the managing director of the 
firm being advised) to protest “‘ that sort 
of set-up is all right for General Motors, 
but not for a small outfit like this.” To 
this the. American adviser replies : ‘‘ Look 
at that little grocery on the corner. Con- 
sciously or anconsciously, he is set up on 
those same three functional lines. Pop 
makes the sales and deals with the custo- 
mers; Willie, the growing son, opens up 
the cases in the cellar, puts the goods on 
the shelves, and runs with the deliveries ; 
and Ma puts the cash into the bank and 
pays the wholesalers.”’ In a sizeable busi- 
ness, of course, each of the department 
managers has a considerable responsibility 
and authority, and it is necessary, there- 
fore, that he should be well chosen for 
the duties that will devolve upon him, 
and that ‘he must possess inherently the 
art of management and acquire by study 
the science of management. Hence the 
need for a standardised syllabus in. the 
colleges which specialise in managerial 
education. 


Scoring Charts. 

On the basis that the business may be 
functionally divided into three parts, as 
indicated, the production engineer pro- 
ceeds to chart the organisation, showing 
the names of the people in authority in 
the various departments at the present 
time. He then prepares manuals translat- 
ing the company’s policy and procedure 
for the instruction and use of the sales 
department, the. factory or workshop de- 
partment, and the office. Then by means 
of a series of questions and comparisons 
with standards (established from a wide 
range of experience in handling similar 
propositions—not necessarily in the same 
industry) there is thrashed out between 
the adviser and his client a scoring chart 
for each function. This 1s useful in indi- 
cating where deficiencies lie. As a guide 
in preparing scoring charts there are 
available in the United States data from 
Chambers of Commerce, Trading Associa- 
tions, and the published reports of suc- 
cessful companies in every branch of 
industry, and information is available as 
to the percentage that every expense 
should ‘bear to the sales dollar. There are 
known ratios—for example, how the 
stock of finished goods carried should 
compare with the actual sales. 

The production engineer may arrive at a 
score of, say, 50 per cent. of efficiency for 
the sales department, 40 per cent. for the 
production department, and 70 per cent. 
for control. He does not promise, nor 
indeed can he reasonably aim, to achieve 
100 per cent. efficiency in all departments, 
but even if he brings the 50 per cent. 
efficiency of the sales department up to 
70 per cent. (that is the equivalent of the 
control department) he will have achieved 
a 40 per cent. increase in the efficiency of 
the sales function. If he brings the 40 
per cent. efficiency of the production. de- 
= phage up to the same level—namely, 

0 per cent.—he will have achieved a 75 
per cent. increase in the functional effici- 
ency of the production department. It 
is claimed (with what degree of justifica- 
tion we are not gs to say) that the 
average return of the firms who have 
employed the services of production engi- 
neers is four dollars in the first year for 
each dollar paid in the consulting engi- 
neer’s fee. 

(To be continued) 
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DOVER RECONSTRUCTION 
PROPOSALS 


‘Reviewed by Dr. H. V. LANCHESTER 


In the area of Dover, for which the 
Council is submitting an application for 
a Declaratory Order, some 11, for- 
merly resided, whereas to«day the popula- 
tion is only about 6,000, and the disparity 
in the number of occupied, dwellings is 
almost as great. Almost every property 
within the area was damaged at some time 
during the war, many as often as on twelve 
or more separate occasions, and tracts of 
land of considerable dimensions are lyin 
devastated, so that the spectacle is one o 
ruin and desolation, which it is impossible 
to imagine can be healed by way of patch- 
ing and repair. The position of the town, 
in a relatively narrow valley, makes re- 
construction a problem far more difficult 
of solution than that og by the 
large, flat areas on which many other 
damaged cities are situated. 

Sketch plans were completed in June, 
1945, by the Borough Engineer, Mr. 
Philip V. Marchant; Sir Patrick Aber- 
crombie was then called in as consultant, 
and in January, 1946, a scheme was pre- 
sented 'to the Council, who submitted it 
to the Ministry of Town -and Country 
Planning, the Dover Harbour Board and 
other interested parties. This has re- 
sulted in a number of important and in- 
teresting amendments, which have been 
incorporated in the plans and proposals 
issued this year. 

In these the scheme is divided into five 
instalments, estimated to occupy 5, 4, 5, 
3 and 3 years respectively, 20 years 
in all. Jn those areas falling within the 
more remote periods of the plan, the 
Council approves proposed works without 
the imposition of conditions other than 
those demanded by the shortage of labour 
and materials. In the areas where recon- 
struction is Spt to take place in 
the second or third periods, no objection 
is raised to the execution of austerity re- 
pairs of a modest character without the 
imposition of planning conditions, but 
where more extensive works are contem- 
plated, approval is only granted subject 
to adequate safeguards in respect of com- 
pensation. 

Permission to rebuild or repair at a cost 
exceeding £100 is refused in areas covered 
by the first period of the plan, except 
in cases of occupied premises where the 
owner is required to safeguard the Cor- 
poration against increased compensation. 
Thus, where damaged buildings can be 
brought into occupation without jeopardis- 
ing the success of the reconstruction 
scheme, the Council has given every faci- 
lity for this to be done, but it is felt that 
part from war damage many of the 
buildings in the Declaratory area are out- 
worn and obsolete to an extent that makes 
their retention a serious peril to an ade- 
quate reconstruction scheme. Bearing in 
mind the antiquity of Dover, the scarcity 
of ancient buildings and historic monu- 
ments is rather surprising, and in the 
plan every effort has been made to pre- 
serve and display to added advantage the 
few buildings of this type that remain. 

One of the first essentials of a good plan 
is to devise means whereby through traffic 
shall flow as freely as possible around the 
perimeter of the town proper, avoiding 
congestion in the inner centre; with this 
— provision is made for roads ‘to en- 
able traffic to pass down each side of the 
narrow central valley, and the revisions 
made for this age have received the 
as of the Ministry of Transport. 

e road entering the town from the 
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north-west has been given a width of 100 
feet. At Buckland Bridge this enters a 
roundabout, and from thence onward the 
present main road is widened to 74 feet 
to a point near the Town Hall, where it 
is diverted westward to reach a round- 
about west of the Post Office, from which 
there are two main branches, one leading 
to the Priory Station and Folkestone 
Road, and the other to the waterfront 
near the north end of Wellington Basin. 
The next most important road leaves the 
first-named about a quarter of a mile 
from Buckland Bridge and sweeps round 
the north-east side of the valley to end 
near the waterfront’ below the Castle. 
Numerous other roads make good connec- 
tions between these two, and with the 
waterside promenade; the widths of these 
are mestly 50 to 60 feet. 

The zoning proposals are logical and 
simple; the existing municipal centre is 
about half a mile north of the water 
frontage to the harbour, and the whole 
width of the valley between them is allo- 
cated for residential and business pur- 
poses, with a liberal allowance of open 
space to preserve the amenities; numerous 
reserves for parking cars are also included. 
North of the municipal group, as far as 
Buckland Bridge, the centre of the valley 
is mainly zoned for industries, as most of 
those at present operating are in the dis- 
trict of Charlton, and it also contains some 
of the worst housing in the town. Another 
reason for the selection of this area is 
provided by the fact that much of the more 
recewt building of houses ‘suitable for 
workers is in the areas outside the present 
scheme to the north-east and south-west 
of the valley, and if further extensions 
were found necessary, these are the dis- 
tricts in which they would mevitably be 
located. 

The selection of such a central position 
for industry might be open to criticism, 
but the surrounding hillsides are unsuit- 
able, and the fact that light industries 
are to be encouraged and the general use 
of electric power will tend to obviate any 
possible hindrance. During recent months 
the Corporation has received many applica- 
tions for factory sités, and it appears that 
the demand for such sites will exceed the 
supply available. For this reason attention 
has been given to the possibility of pre- 
paring a scheme (for ‘‘ flatted ’’ industry 
in buildings not exceeding three storeys 
in height. Such a proposal would meet 
the requirements of small firms and may 
bring to Dover industries which might 
otherwise be lost through lack of facilities. 

Rehousing within the Declaratory area 
will be mainly in the form of flats, the 
more expensive ones being in the Sea Front 
quarter, but the Council has extensive 
lands outside this area for which housing 
schemes to provide for the ‘‘ overspill ”’ 
are contemplated; these are conveniently 
placed in relation to the industrial pro- 


gramme. 





Uruguayan Architect’s Visit. 

Senor Juan Scasso, who combines. a 
Professorship of Town Planning in the 
University of Montevideo with the Direc- 
torship of Parks and Gardens, is spending 
a month in this country under the auspices 
of the British Council adding to his know- 
ledge in both subjects. Senor Scasso has 
come here to see our garden cities, public 
pm and private ens; to see how the 

uilding of British cities is developing 
and to study plans for their reconstruction ; 
and to be shown the latest developments 
in horticultural research. He will visit 
Bath (June 17 to 20), Cheltenham (June 
21), Birmingham (June 23 to 26) and 
Oxford (June 27 to 29). 
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 


A NEW PROFESSION 


Some aspects of what he described as a 
new profession were discussed by Mr. G. 
A. Jevuicor, F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.I., Presi- 
dent of the Institute of Landscape 
Architects, at a meeting of the Institute 
at the Royal Society of Arts, on Tuesday, 
May 20. His subject was ‘‘ The Profes- 
sion of Landscape Architecture,’ and we 
take. the following extracts from his re- 
marks :— 

The subject of landscape architecture is 
at present much in people’s minds, and is 
of particular interest now because it is a 
new profession. The Institute had its 
origin in a tent at the Chelsea Show of 
the Royal Horticultural Society in 1928, 
and was formally founded in 1929. In 
that year, for the first time in English 
history, there came into being an organised 
profession of landscape architects, though, 
of course, the profession as such had 
existed before that. The meeting out of 
which the Institute grew was composed 
of two main professions—the horticultural 
and the architectural—and it is felt that 
between those two there lies the profes- 
sion of landscape architecture ; basically, in 
addition, it has other broad aspects of 
landscape design, which relate it more to 
the work of the town-planner. 

The discovery of the Dust Bowl was 
a period of historic importance so far 
as the landscape of the world was con- 
cerned, for it was suddenly realised. how 
easy it is for maf, operating quickly on 
the landscape, to ‘upset the balance of 
nature and to do a great deal of harm 
from the productive point of view. From 
that ‘ime landscape, as a science, became 
what we now know it to be. 

The second main reason why, in my 
opinion, the profession has come into 
being, is that there are too many people in 
too small a land, so that there is spoliation 
of the landscape. The whole of this island 
has to be planned out and, to a certain 
extent, is now being planned. The land- 
scape of the whole area has to be con- 
sidered in relation to the surface of 
England, so that every. scrap of land shall 
be well used. We can no longer afford 
to have waste areas or areas that are not 
productive. I use the word ‘“ produc- 
tive’? in the sense that gardens, land- 
scapes, open spaces and so forth, can be 
productive in human activity as well as 
in other ways. 
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Government R ; 

In what’ way are the services of land- 
scape architects likely to be called upon 
now and in the future? The most interest- 
ing fact is the way. the Government is 
recommending the services of the land- 
scape architect in various directions. One 
does not know how employment by the 
private individual will fit in but feels sure 
that without recognition of the profession 
by local authorities and by the Govern- 
ment it would be unwise to adopt this pro- 
fession solely and only. The New Towns 
Committee, the National Parks Commit- 
tee, and the Regent’s Park Terrace Com- 
mittee reports all recommend the <3 4 
ment of landscape architects. The R.I.B.A. 
have produced a Housing Report in which 
they recommend that a specialist be con- 
sulted for the planning and maintenance of 
open spaces, which we take to mean a 
member of the profession of landscape 
architectures) Mr. Silkin, Minister of 


Town and Country Planning, has said that 
it is essential that qualified landsca 
architects should be brought in at the 
initial stages of all planning schemes and 
not at the end of a scheme. 

When the Minister says he wants local 
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authorities to appoint a landscape archi- 
tect, do they, in fact, do so? Mrs. 
Browne, ‘the secretary of the Institute, 
knows better than ar that they are 
beginning to do so. e are hoping that 
as the work of each member increases 
the result will be to raise still further the 
prestige of our profession, so that the call 
on landscape architects will increase. 

Until recently we admitted members to 
the Institute on their work; that is to 
say, if they showed ability by their draw- 
ings or work actually executed, their 
names went before the Council of the 
Institute, and they were either made 
probationary - Associates or iates or 
Fellows. This year we felt it was possible 
to do what we had all hoped and wanted 
to do for many years past, to institute 
an examination system and thereby align 
this profession with other professions. 
Once you start an examination system 
you raise the prestige of the profession 
concerned, because it means the members 
of it have to be up to a definite standard 
before they can become Associate 
members. 

We. realised, however, that there are a 
number of individuals practising through- 
out. the country who are distinguished in 
their. way, and only by a unanimous vote 
of the whole Council is one now outside 
the profession admitted to the Institute, 
so that it can now be said that anyone 
who wishes to become a member of the 
Institute must now take the full 
examination. 

We have set a standard which we hope 
will be met in time by a Chair of Land- 
scape Architecture at an English uni- 
versity. It will.be of the same standing 
as the Chair of Architecture and will be 
in the same university and also possibly 
of the Chair of Town Planning, so that 
you get the three professions running side 
by side. That will be a five-year course, 
for we have got to get rid of the idea that 
landscape architecture is something to be 
acquired while spending two or three years 
dabbling. 

At. the moment the chair is not founded ; 
there is, however, the post-graduate course 
at the School of Planning, and there is 
the three-year course at Reading Uni- 
versity, both of which help on the way 
to take the examinations, but are not 
necessarily entirely sufficient for the post- 
graduate course; you have to have taken 
some diploma or degree before you can go 
in for the course, and it is intended, sup- 
posing you. are a town-planner, to 
strengthen you and complete that side of 
design in which you have not already been 
taught. 


‘No “ Topping-Up.” 

Let me make it quite clear that while 
awe are most willing to accept into the 
Institute those members of other profes- 
sions, architects, town-planners and so 
forth, who have their degrees, we are not 
going to consider landscape architects as 
a topping up of the other professions; that 
is to say, that you have an. achitectural 
degree, and you take another year or six 
months and then you become a landscaj 
architect. No! It is quite true that the 
other professions will let you off a great 
deal of time, but it is quite a long way 
off any of the other professions to bring 
you up to that same standard in land- 
scape as in architecture. It is not a ques- 
tion of six months’ titivating among the 
trees if you are an architect, or drawing 
out cube lines on paper if you are an 
horticulturist. 

Is it worth while taking up this profes- 
sion? What are the risks? Well, no 
person entering this profession must expect 
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at the end of taking his education auto- 
matically to get a job; no person in any 
profession expecis that to happen, for there 
is always the risk. Knowing the risk, 
would 1 advise entering this profession? 
The answer must be in yourselves. If you 
have it within you to be a landscape archi-, 
tect, if you have that urge, go ahead and 
become a member of the profession, and 
no disappointments at the start, no lack 
of a job or the need for tightening the 
belt, will matter in the least; you will 
get on. And whatever else happens, if you 
remain poor all your lives, I can say you 
will have a very happy life indeed. If 
you are out to make a rich living, then 
don’t go into it, but go and be a good 
stockbroker. 


HOUSE-BUILDING COSTS 


OFFICIAL COMMITTEES APPOINTED 

Hovss-BvuiLp1nG costs and prices of build- 
ing materials are to be specially reviewed, 
it was announced in reply to Parliamen- 
tary questions last week. 

In a series of written answers, details 
were given of three Committees which have 
been appointed by the Minister of Health, 
Mr. Aneurin Bevan; the Secretary of State 
for Scotland, Mr. Joseph Westwood; and 
the Minister of Works, Mr. Charles Key. 
Terms of reference and membership are: 

Minister or HeartH’s ComMMitTex. 

“ To consider and keep under review the 
costs of house-building and to make recom- 
mendations.” 

Chairman: Mr. John Graham, Gird- 
wood, C.B.E. (Controller of Canteens, 
Ministry of Supply, during the war; 
director of William Beardmore & Co., 
Ltd.); Mr. D. N. Chester (Nuffield Col- 
lege, Oxford); Mr. D. H. Daines (Sec- 
reas to London Labour Party); Mr. 
C. H. James, R.A., F.R.I.B.A. (Lon- 
don); Mr. W. K. M. Slimmings (char- 
tered accountant, London). Secretary : 
Mr. E. J. S. Clarke, Ministry of Health. 


SecRETARY oF StTaTE FOR SCOTLAND’S 
CoMMITTEE. 

‘*To consider and keep under review 
the costs of house-building in Scotland and 
to make recommendations.’’s 

Chairman : Mr. G. P. Laidlaw, O.B.E., 

Petroleum Board (formerly of Shell- 

Mex), Chairman, Scottish Housing Ad- 

ag | Committee; Mr. Robert Adam, 

O.B.E., Town Clerk of Perth (served as 

member of Barr Committee on Scottish 

Building Costs in 1939); Mr. L. W. 

Hutson, O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. (Hamilton), 

Convener of Practice Committee of Royal 

Incorporation of Architects in Scot- 

land; Mr.. James McInnes, M.B.E. 

(Glasgow Housing Convener) ; Mr, Alex- 

ander McKellar (chartered accountant, 

Glasgow); Mr. Eric Maxwell, F.S.A.A. 

Burgh Chamberlain of Kirkcaldy); Mr. 
ohn §. Paterson (Director, Scottish Co- 

—< Wholesale Society). Secretary : 

. J. Hogarth, Department of Health 
for Scotland. 


Minister or Works’ CoMMITTEE. 

‘*To consider and keep under review the 
price of building materials and to make 
recommendations.” : 

Chairman: Sir William Palmer (for- 
merly Principal Industrial Adviser, 

Board of Trade) ; Mr. John Ryan (Direc- 

tor of Metal Box Co., Ltd.); Mr. Luke 

Fawcett (General Secretary, Amalga- 

mated Union of | Building Trade 

Workers) ; Mr. P.F. Carpenter (chartered 

accountant); Professor Arnold Plant 

(London School of Economics). Secre- 

tary: Mr. D. F. Mann, Ministry of 

Works. 

Any associations or persons wishing to 
offer evidence are invited to communicate 
5 the Secretary of the appropriate Com- 
mittee. 
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UNIVERSITY-TRAINED 
BUILDERS 


APPRENTICESHIP COUNCIL’S HOPE 
A catL to the universities of Britain to 
play a leading part in bringing out a fuller 
recognition of the importance and effect 
of building on man’s cultural heritage by 
establishing degree courses in the science 
is made in the third report of the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council which 
was published for the Ministry of Works 
= — (H.M. Stationery Office, price 
s.). 
Appreciation is recorded of the service 
already rendered to building science by the 
degree course at Victoria University, Man- 
chester, and the University College of 
South Wales and Monmouthshire, Cardiff. 
The Council urges that the industry is so 
vital to the welfare of the community that 
universities generally should annually pro- 
vide to it a considerable number of recruits 
who have had the advantage of a full and 
sound scientific training and who are well 
prepared to train further for technical and 
administrative positions. 


‘* Building,”’ says the report, ‘‘ provides 
for man his home, place of work, school, 
church, hospital, and his recreation, amuse- 
ment and other centres; such building is 
now often conducted on a large scale rang- 
ing from estate development to large com- 
mercial and industrial buildings.- The con- 
trol of building within such a wide range 
calls for comprehensive training which will 
lead to the development of a man’s outlook 
on the industry as a whole, recognising its 
services to the community, as well as its 
conduct as competitive business. The 
potential leader in the industry should 
realise that the control of building on a 
large scale requires not only scientific and 
technical ability but foresight combined 
with a knowledge and experience of build- 
ing practice. To organise and direct the 
development of large housing estates re- 
quires a knowledge of building law and 
regulations as well as financial and tech- 
nical ability. To interpret the needs of 
clients having vastly different industrial 
and social needs and ideas requires exten- 
sive general and technical knowledge in 
addition to experience in the production of 
constructional units and the erection of 
buildings. To appreciate and to execute 
architectural designs faithfully requires a 
study of esthetic values in architectural 
form, so as to establish sympathy of 
approach as well as refinement of form and 
executive accuracy.” 

For the direction of a large-scale modern 
building business with sympathy and suc- 
cess, the report continues, the need is for 
men who have had the advantage of a 
sound educational training, who have de- 
veloped a broad outlook, with keen appre- 
ciation of the science as well as the art of 
building, and who are able to view their 
responsibilities to the community as seri- 
ously as their professional colleagues whose 
services to the industry are primarily 
through design. Building should, there- 
fore, have its highest training ground in 
the university. There should be a continu- 
ous output from the universities of men 
well-equipped for progressive development, 
organisation, leadership, and control. 

The industry, it is added, should so 
arrange that the large majority of such 
graduates could secure suitable appoint- 
ments with building firms under condi- 
tions which offer progressive inducements 
befitting university training. Others might 
find posts in research stations and labora- 
tories, while those with a gift for teaching 
might find fields of employment (after 
industrial or professional experience) in 
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many secondary technical schools and in 
senior building departments of technical 
colleges. Possibly the idea of the regular 
recruitment of the university-trained man 
would take a little time to take root in the 
industry. The Council considers that the 
demands of the times require it firmly to 
take root, that it will eventually do so, and 
that there will be a steadily increasing 
demand for the services of such men by 
building employers. Nevertheless, the 
Council expresses the hope that the deci- 
sion of universities in respect of setting up 
degree courses in building science will be 
based on the need of the community for 
university breadth of mind in the building 
industry, and not solely on an estimate of 
initial demand for such men by the 
industry. 


“FALSE DEMAND FOR 


TECHNICIANS ”’ 
SIR THOMAS BENNETT’S VIEW 


Speak1nG on the position in the building 

industry and architectural profession at a 
luncheon of the London and Home 
Counties Branch of the Incorporated Asso- 
ciation of Architects and Surveyors on 
June 6, Sm Tuomas Bennert, C.B.E., 
F.R.1.B.A., deplored the difficulties caused 
by controls, and criticised the increased 
demands by local authorities for technical 
staff. : 
Sir Thomas, after referring to War 
Damage claims, the £10 limitation on 
building, and the shortages of labour and 
materials, said :— 

The Government can have no conception 
of the vast amount of difficulty attendant 
on both sides of the building imiustry, nor 
of the terrific amount of negotiations in- 
volved in regard to licences, etc. In 
taking over the administration of the 
building industry, the Government is 
hampering the enterprise of those asso- 
ciated with it, amd we cannot allow this 
deterioration in the industry to increase. 
Furthermore, we notice, since the Govern- 
ment, and local authorities have taken over 
this administration, they are requiring an 
increasing number of technicians, archi- 
tects and surveyors. One glance at the 
appointments page of any building 
journal, The Builder or The Architects’ 
Journal, will bear out this fact. This 
employment by local- authorities and 
Government offices is creating a totally 
false slemand for these technicians. ; Local 
authoritiés are building more and more 
houses now than ever in the past. I think 
this is a good thing, but I feel that there 
should be other means by which the 
majority of housing can be built. We are 
all asked in our various spheres to co- 
operate. We prepare our plans, etc., and 
provide a number of drawings far in ex- 
cess of the number actually required. 
These may be examined by one, two or 
three persons, technicians for the War 
Damage Commission, Town and Country 
Planning, Ministry of Works and licensing 
authorities. We have built up in thea 
country an appalling demand for téchni- 
cians, far in excess of the number avail- 
able, and this applies moreover to men of 
moderate attainments; and there are 
numerous small professional firms up an 
down the country who are finding great 
difficulty in obtaining assistance, and who 
are finding great difficulty in keeping their 
offices open. I should like to say here that 
I feel the remedy for this state of affairs 
lies in our own hands, and we should ven- 
tilate our views more than verbally. 

We all feel that the position with regard 
to licence sums needs revision, and we are 
all familiar with the endorsement on a 
licence which says a licence for £74 granted 
instead of £74 14s. 6d., 14s. 6d. being 
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deducted for lock on w.c. door, it being 
considered that a w.c. door does not 
require a lock. There are many ways in 
which the professional man can assist the 
building industry to-day, and it is my 
opinion that Government lepartments and 
the local authorities and the technicians 
directly under them are totally inadequate 
and inefficient to deal with the position as 
it is to-day. 

The building industry is being cased in 
a straight-jacket, and all enterprise and 
vision is being strangled by the cumber- 
some Government machinery which is 
trying to organise the industry. . 

ith regard to the contractors them- 
selves, I feel that there is room for a 
tremendous improvement in the way the 
industry is being handled from this angle. 
For instance, we are all well aware of the 
shortage of materials and of the necessity 
for ordering materials in good time. 

I cannot stress too strongly the import- 
ance of a well organised a «eg nor can 
I stress too strongly the benefits which will 
result from such organisation. For this 
reason, I feel that Government depart- 
ments are totally inadequate and ineffi- 
cient, and in no way equipped to deal with 
the very many and various phases of the 
industry as it is to-day. 

Much can be done to improve the posi- 
tion with regard to licensing procedure, 
allocation of labour and materials, tech- 
nical advice and assistance, and I feel that 
it is up to us to find the remedy, and that 
much good can be accomplished by more 
open ventilation of the flaws and short- 
oe of the présent administration ; 
and I further feel, and very strongly, that 
the £10 limit should go. 

Sm Harotp Bettman, D.L., J.P., 
speaking on the subject of the South Bank, 
said; ‘“‘ We have a right to demand a 
high standard of planning, and it is un- 
thinkable that such a standard can be 
swept aside at the dictates and whims of 
a Minister. It is in the hands of most of 
us to adhere to a standard of planning 
worthy of the whole country, and to 
demand that these standards be protected.” 


BOOK REVIEW 


Miniature Building Construction. By 
JOHN , London:  Percjval 
Marshall & Co., Ltd. Price 8s. 6d. net. 
The architectural model is becoming 

more and more important in the affairs of 

life. Its use to architects in showing 
clients the three-dimensional appearance 
of their proposed buildings has long been 
recognised; it has often been the means 
of deciding lawsuits; and lately it has 
had a good deal to do with determining 
the future of Bankside. Model-making is 
a fascinating hobby as well as a profitable 
profession; hence the rapidly growing 
library on the subject. This, the latest 
book to appear, is one of the best we 
have seen. In fifteen chapters it surveys 
the whole subject in a practical way. 

There are particularly useful chapters on 

tools and materials and constructional 

methods and various types of buildings. 

The book is fully illustrated by geometri- 

cal and perspective drawings and photo- 

graphs. ; 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

Tae Burper’s Carcutator. By V. P. 
Smith. (Surrey: The Technical Press, 
Ltd.) Price 5s. net. 

Suprtement To Urpan Estate Manage- 
MENT. By W. A. Leach (London : Estates 
Gazette, Ltd.) Price 9s. 3d. ; 

Tue ConsuttiInc Eneineer Year Boox, 
1947. (London: Princes Press, Ltd.) 
Price 15s., post free. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
@s possible.)} 


** The Red Light.” 
To tHE Epitor or 7'he Builder. 

Sir,—The letter of your anonymous 
Senior Official in last week’s Builder 
admirably presents the picture of the con- 
ditions now prevailing in local govern- 
ment offices. 

His suggestion, however, that less inter- 
ference from Whitehall and the partial cur- 
tailment of the present building programme 
are the remedy for the difficulties he de- 
scribes only touched upon one side of the 
case; the solution of the other remains 
largely in his own hands. 

Any architect or assistant, whatever the 
pecuniary advantage, who accepts employ- 
ment outside the ranks of the profession, 
whether from the Central Government, a 
local authority, a multiple store; or other 
office with a ‘‘ red light’’ where Art is 
prostituted, does little to help raise the 
standard of twentieth-century architecture 
to the highest level, the opportunity for 
which, if properly utilised, has never been 
equalled. 

E. Watcot Baruer, A.J.A.A. 

London, W.8. 


Payment by Results. 
To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 

Sirn,—Your correspondent Mr. Ireson 
said in a recent issue of Zhe Builder that 
the subject of output is one about which 
all too little is heard from the operative. 
May I be heard as representative? 

There have been several suggestions of 
grading the operative by ‘‘stars and 
stripes.’’ Mr. Ireson even suggests three 
grades of labourers and four grades of 
tradesmen, but who, may I ask, is to be 
the assessor, and if a man pleases one 
employer and is promoted, will his next 
employer be as satisfied with him? Per- 
sonalities never ‘enter this Utopian 
adjudication. 

Desirable as ideas of payment according 
to worth may be, they are impracticable. 
Imagine Mr. Ireson’s seven grades all on 
one job. Only one country has so far 
produced a class of shock workers, yet, 
strangely enough, suggestions to import 
any: other social and industrial ideas from 
that source upset these theories too badly. 

The ideas of the author of ‘‘ Produc- 
tion,’ published on May 2, are in my 
humble opinion the only practical ones 
put forward satisfactory to both employer 
and tradesmen, especially coupling incen- 
tive and the results of research. Many 
conscientious fellow-tradesmen have dis- 
cussed with me this subject of our anti- 
quatedness and thought the same. Better 
methods would speed up work without 
the need to scamp. But the author men- 
tioned seems to have foreseen the danger 
of scamping being encouraged by bonus 
schemes and anticipated the warning of 
Mr. Ireson by excluding the foremen from 
bonus. I expect he very wisely has in 
mind that foremen should be judges of 
quality and not pass speedy but careless 
bricklaying which would:only waste the 
time of the following trades. After all, 
the foreman has to face the architect; and 
what about the clerk of works? 

Schemes of grading are ideal, I admit, 
but the trouble is they are too ideal. In 
practice they would only lead to bad- 
tempered individual haggling instead of 
ordered negotiation to settle conditions and 
rates of pay for which labour has fought 
too long to risk losing. 


Hereford. L. AUSTIN. 
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PLANNING A RURAL 
COMMUNITY 


SOME OF THE PROBLEMS 

Aw analysis of some of the principal con- 
siderations in the planning of rural areas 
was made Lf T. B.- Oxensvury, 
M.I.Mun.E., M.T.P.I., L.R.1.B.A., County 
Planning Officer for East and West Suffolk, 
when he addressed a meeting of the Town 
and Country Planning Association in 
London recently. We take ‘the following 
extracts from the speaker’s remarks on 
“ Planning a Rural munity ”’ :— 

In order to appreciate all the factors 
making up the problem, we must first 
understand the nature and disabilities and 
assets of the area with which we have to 
deal ; this involves searaing investigations 
into the life history and structure of town 
and rural centres of ulation and the 
physical make-up and land use of the 
countryside. If agricultural labour is 
willing to stay on the land and the ten- 
dency of the population of this country to 
congregate in over-large cities is to be 
checked, those town amenities, attractions 
and employment opportunities that at 
present ‘seem to draw away the younger 
generation must be brought within easy 
reach of the people of the country. 

Having realised the advantage to both 
town and country that it will be for towns 
to be distributed within easy reach of the 
countryside, the relation of town to town 
needs to be stated. A balanced community 
must be built up, of small adequately ser- 
vicel villages within easy access of 
flourishing country towns of a type that 
can offer, in ition to shopping and 
social amenities, some form of alternative 
Pm a for the people of the country- 
side, 

These towns will in turn depend for 
their higher education, their less frequent 
purchases, their specialised health ser- 
vices and their music and drama, on a 
larger county town... From this it follows 
that within broad limits the town sizes 
must also be determined; they must be 


brought up to reach a population capable Pp 


of supporting the town structure required, 
and prevented from growing so large as to 
become badly planned and prejudicial to 
healthy living. 

To arrest the flow of the younger genera- 
tion of rural dwellers to the towns, alter- 
native employment must be available on 
the spot, and the solution would appear 
to lie in the introduction of selected types 
of light industry into the country towns 
and larger villages, and the development 
of certain places as cultural centres where 
a village college could be established to 
serve a neighbourhood. 


The County Town. 

The county town will serve a group of 
country towns and the scattered popula- 
tion of the rural area, with all those social, 
economic and gg gy necessities that are 
not practicable in the smaller country 
town, : 

It follows that if the country town and 
rural areas are to benefit, they must be 
within reasonably easy reach of the 
parent town, and therefore no outlying 
town or ‘istrict should be further distant 
than 25 miles (three-quarters of an hour 
by car, bus or train) from such a centre. 

The countty town provides for the dis- 
trict in which it lies, the secondary and 
adult educational services, the weekly 
shopping neels of the rural population 
wit its sphere of influence, and the 
other social and economic needs of every- 
day life, It is essential to ensure that 
such a town is within reach of those it is 
intended to serve, and it has been assumed 


that no outlying area shoubl be further , 


distant that seven miles from. such a 
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centre (i.e., quarter of an hour by car, 
bus or train, or 40 minutes by bicyce). 

In certain ereas that fall outside ine 
seven-mile limit, the encouragement of 
local centres rather larger than the 
ordinary village will be necessary, where a 
village college might be established to form 
a focal point for rural social life. 

Just as in an industrial town, the neigh- 
bourhood units in which the homes of 
workers are situated require careful con- 
sideration in relation to places of work; so 
in a primarily arable farming county the 
village in which the agricultural worker 
and his family live needs considering in 
the light of the land to be cultivated. 
Thus, while it is known that between a 
quarter and a fifth of the population 
actively employed in farming are working 
as 8 en or in some other key position 
requiring them to be actually on the farm 
night and day, there remain by far the 
greater number whose homes can be 
grouped in a properly serviced village at a 
reasonable distance from work. 

With regard to housing in rural areas, 
it is not so much a detailed problem of in- 
dividual sites to be selected and negotiated 
for acre by acre; it is rather one of 
examining a district as a whole and 
deliberately planning to locate new housing 
in centres where an additional population 
would make economically possible the pro- 
vision of the necessa services and 
amenities, and of withholding develop- 
ment from many of the smaller hamlets 
where servicing and social problems would 
only be enhanced by further small-scale 
development. 

In dealing with the location of particular 
sites in any previously determined centre, 
there are four main considerations that 
hear upon the choice of the site: (1) the 
relationship to existing villages or ham- 
lets; (2) the relationship to roads; (3) the 
agricultural value of the land; and (4) its 
be age oe characteristics. 

e admission of industry into rural 
areas is a problem which cannot be tackled 
lightly, and great care must be exercised 
to avoir a conflict of interests which may 
rove embarrassing to the prosperity and 
well-being of the countryside. By this I 
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mean that new industries which enter into 
competition with agriculture (the staple 
industry) in the labour market may have a 
seriously unbalancing effect on the country- 
side in which they are situated. In view 
of considerations such as those it will be 
necessary to give some thought as to im- 
position of restrictions regarding the 
establishment of industry in rural areas, 
Regulated Industry Beneficial. 

The general conclusion of the Scott Com- 
mittee on the location of industry in rurat 
areas was that before new towns are estab- 
lished in country areas, vacant and derelict 
industrial sites in existing towns should be 
fully utilised, but on balance introduction 
of carefully regulatel industry into the 
towns of country-areas wo be bene- 
ficial. I agree in principle to the latter 
conclusion that where mobile industries 
are brought into rural areas,’ they should 
be located in existing small towns rather 
than in villages or the open countryside. 

I suggest that appropriate industries 
could well be introducei into our small” 
country towns with benefit to the economic 
and social life of the town. re are in- 
dustries of an essentially rural character 
which, although coming under the cate- 
gory of “ mobile ”’—can be located over 
a wide range of sites ami districts—are 
closely linked with the countryside by 
reason of their raw material : (i) Process- 
ing industries; the handling and packing 
products of agriculture, e.g., dairy can- 
ning, sugar refining, bacon curing, cattle, 
pig and poultry food, etc. ; (ii) industries 
which use a product of the land as its raw 
material : cricket bats, furniture, basket 
and hurdle-making, etc. 

The need to retain our best agricultural 
land for farming or market gardening use, 
the fact that services and other social 
amenities can only be supplied economic- 
ally to groups of dwellings, and the urgent 
necessity to prevent the road deaths en- 
gendered by ribbon development, all 
point towards the need for setting the 
clear-cut limit to town and. village, and 
make the zoning for land use in the country 
a comparatively simple matter. 

Four main types of zone need to be con- 
sidered. Woodlands requiring some sort 
of protection; land which, owing to its 
liability to flood or high und water 
level, is unfit for normal building purposes ; 
gpen spaces and recreational areas; 
finally the rural or agricultural zone it- 
self, embracing the remainder of the land. 


ROOFING MATERIALS 

Tue following. notes on _ Roofing 
Materials (No. 3) (Supplement to Ministry 
of Health Circular 76/46) are issued. 

1. Interlocking Tiles.—In the interest 
of fuel economy, steps have been taken 
to increase t production of well- 
designed concrete and clay interlocking 
tiles. which require less material for a 
given area of roofing than plain tiles. Steps 
are being taken to improve the colour and 
texture of interlocking tiles where neces- 


sary. 

as authorities are strongly advised 
to make the fullest possible use of these 
tiles, both in view of the saving in fuel 
and of the likelihood of earlier deliveries, 
The use of interlocking tiles will alse 
yield a saving in cost and enable less 
timber to be used. 

2. Asbestos Cement Slates.—The previ- 
ous Note issued in March, 1947 (Roofing 
Materials No. 2) gave details of the an- 
ticipated production of coloured asbestos 
cement slates. Unfortunately fuel diff- 
— have seriously cr taps with the 
manufacturers’ programme, roduc- 
tion has Mad to bu sumpendd tee the tens 
being. It is hoped, however, that these 
slates will be in production again by July, 
although supplies will be limited at first. 


F* 
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“ENTERPRISE SCOTLAND, 


194 vs 


NEED FOR A BALANCED ECONOMY 

In, the -past, Scottish economy has 
depended upon exports, notably in ship- 
building, but in the changed circumstances 
of to-day a far greater diversity of pro- 
duction is needed to attain and maintain 
a balanced economic equilibrium. 

‘* Enterprise, Scotland, 1947,” an exhi- 
bition ‘to be held in Edinburgh at the 
Royal: Scottish Museum from August 25 
to :September 30, will. reveal the progress 
Scotland is making in. the establishment 
of: lighter industries, and will display 
various goods made exclusively in that 
eountry. “ 

‘Organised by the Scottish Committee of 
the Council of Industrial Design, the 
exhibition, which will ocoupy 30,000 sq. ft., 
will be designed to attract buyers from all 
parts of the world. It will follow an his- 
‘torical motif on the following lines: (a) 
Scotland Yesterday—dealing with the 
traditional and ancient crafts; (b) The 
Country—showing everything Scotland has 
tp offer tourists and sportsmen; (c) Scot- 
land To-day—displaying examples of such 
industries as  ship-building, printing, 
textiles, general consumer - goods, etc. ; 
(d) Scotland To-morrow—intended to show 
how the planning of industrial estates and 
community centres has as its eventual aim 
the benefit of the individual as well as that 
of the country as a whole. Pest e 

The chief architect for the exhibition is 

Mr. Basil Spence, A.R.I.B.A., and Mr. 
James Gardner, 0.B.E., will be chief 
designer. Striking and original methods 
of display are being evolved to present 
Scotland’s other industries, such as glass, 
scientific instruments, footwear and house- 
hold commodities. 
“The exhibition is a selective one, and 
nearly 1,000 firms have announced their 
intention to submit goods for the considera- 
tion of the selection committees which 
have been appointed for each industry. 
Arrangements low also been made for the 
four Scottish art schools and colleges to 
participate in such sections as textile 
design, pottery, glass, metalwork, typo- 
graphy,' showing the best examples of 
students’ work completed in their normal 
training curriculum. 

The economic significance of the exhi- 
bition was stressed Sm SrarrorD 
Crires, President of the Board of Trade, 
at a Press conference in London on Wed- 
nesday, June 4. Sir Stafford said: 
“Three hundred new firms have recentl 
rented space in the expanding Scottis 
industrial estates, and many which have 
gone north from England to settle in the 
estates have praised the efficiency of 
Scottish management and labour. The 
exhibition will display .many of the 
products of the lighter industries and will 

ow how that standard of pride in good 
craftsmanship, on which the reputation of 
the heavy industries was founded, has been 
applied and maintained. Workers are tak- 
ing a personal interest in the exhibits they 
are ‘turning out for the exhibition. Their 
enthusiasm will, I hope, so infect their 
comrades .and the public that, throughout 
the. whole .range of Scottish -industrial 
products -a uniformly, high standard of 
workmanship. and, design. .will be 
attained... 1,073 

ud Nothing less will. :be.sufficient if we 
are. either to satisfy. the increasingly exact- 
ing. demands of. the ,home.jmarket or meet 
the very live..competition avhich is ahead 
of us, in! foreign-markete, -We are all of 
us becoming |; ‘design+eenscious.’. to-day. 


We are becoming more and more aware 
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rsh the ere article need not be 
nasty as well as cheap; we expect it not 
only to be a good job but also to look like 
one, to combine utility with a pleasing 


appearance. 

“The exhibition will also bring very 
real and immediate portunities to 
Scottish manufacturers, e success of the 
British Industries Fair demonstrated the 
responsiveness of foreign buyers to well- 
designed articles, the demand for which 
both in this country and amongst our 
customers abroad will grow with. the 
generally rising standard of living. This 
exhibition will make known to the world 
the response which Scottish industry is 
already making to this demand and will, 
I believe, bring a new consciousness. of the 

rticular contribution of Scotland to 

ritish industry. I hope, also, that it will 
encourage manufacturers to seek an oppor- 
tunity of locating their factories in Scot- 
land where there is still an available pool 
of labour.”’ 





Timber Requirements 

The President of the Board of Trade 
hag appointed a Committee under the 
chairmanship of Sir Keith Price to con- 
sider and we ee upon the probable re- 
quirements of timber (other than mining 
timber) and plywood in the United King- 
dom | oe A rout bad riod com- 
meneing an © supplies likely to 
be available. This problem was retarted 
to in the Report of the Furniture Work- 
ing Party. The membership of the 
Committee includes representatives of 
the Board of Trade, Ministry of Health, 
Ministry of Works and other interested 
Departments, together with an independ- 
ent economist and representatives of the 
timber trade and the leading timber con- 
suming industries. 
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THE APPRENTICE MASTER 
SCHEME 
ADDRESS TO L.M.B.A. MEMBERS 


_An explanation of the aa 
Master Scheme was given b Se . RAR 
Fatxus, to members of the Central No. 4 


Area of the London Master Builders’ 
Ae oe se May 28. “i 
3) er uoti ir 
Malcolm Trustram ite ‘ae of 
the Building Apprenticeship and Train- 
ing Council, who commended the scheme 
to building employers, and. continued :— 

The scheme was recommended by the 
B.A.T.C., and was launched and financed 
and administered by the Ministry of 
Works, with the co-operation of the 
Ministries of Labour and Health. The 
need for the scheme was accentuated by 
the exigencies of war, which, had severely 
depleted the labour force in the building 
industry. During the war years few 
apprentices were being engaged, and 
even for these few there was little suit- 
able building work available on which to 
train them.. After the war there was 
manifest need to take special measures 
to’ enable ~— to be trained in larger 
numbers so that they might be ready to 
transfer into normal apprenticeships 
when building craftsmen returned from 
National Service. The jB.A.T.C. ‘had 
estimated that 25,000 apprentices were 
needed each year in order to make good 
normal wastage among craftsmen. fFur- 
thermore, the B.A.T.C. were anxious and 
concerned about the prospect of boys com- 
pleting junior building courses in techni- 
cal schools and colleges enly to find that 
apprenticeships in the building crafts 
were not available. 

New apprentices are given an oppor- 
tunity to learn and build while they get 
an intensive training under the guidance 
of an apprentice master, nominated by a 
joint (i.e., employers and _ operatives) 
apprenticeship committee. This commit- 
tee ask the local authority to rebuild war- 
destroyed houses, or build new houses or 
other suitable buildings under the 
scheme. The local authority enters into 
@ special contract with the - apprentice 
master under a guarantee from the Minis- 
try of Works that if the building costs 
are greater than an agreed normal cost, 
the Ministry of Works will reimburse the 
excess costs. Apprentices get the normal 
industrial rate of wages during their work 
under the scheme, and the. time served 
counts towards their period of appren- 
ticeship when they are transferred to 
normal apprenticeships in the industry as 
soon after six months’ training as em- 
ployers are ready to receive them. The 
apprentices do the building work under 
the supervision of craftsmen instructors. 


A Temporary Measure. 

I think.I should make it clear that this 
scheme is designed as a _tempora 
measure to meet present conditions which 
are prejudicial to the recruitment of an 
adequate number of apprentices by normal 
industrial methods. 

Generally speaking, the scheme has met 
with the approval of local authorities. 
Contact was made: recently between our 
Association and the Ministry of Labour 
on the subject of boys leavjng school, 
when it was made clear that something 
iike 400 lads were lost to the building 


industry because apprentice master 
schemes. had not been prepared in 
advance. I earnestly submit that this be 


not allowed to happen again. Therefore, 
we urgently need the names of builders 
who are prepared to become apprentice 
masters. : 
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RECONDITIONING RURAL 
COTTAGES 


PARLIAMENTARY AID LIKELY? 

Appressinc the Housing Centre on 
June 3 on the subject of the recondition- 
ing of houses in rural areas, Mr. A. E. 
Monxs, J.P., a member of the Ministry 
of Health Rural Housing Sub-committee, 
said he\thought it very probable that by 
the next session of Parliament somethin 
would be done to assist reconditioning of 
rural cottages, because by that time the 
position of labour.in the countryside would 
have become so acute that it would be 
more urgently necessary than even to-day 
to take every possible. step to solve the 
housing problem in order to attract more 
workers on to the land. 

The case for reconditioning was pressed 
very strongly on the Minister of Health 
when the report of the sub-committee 
came before the Central Housing Advisory 
Committee, and the Minister did promise 
to give it very careful consideration, 
though he ‘pleaded lack of Parliamentary 
time as the reason why nothing could be 
done during the present session. When 
the labour situation deteriorated in the 
rural areas, however, the Minister of 
Agriculture would have a very much 
better argument for something to be done 
than he had ever had before. 

The speaker dealt with the majority 
report of the sub-committee, and laid par- 
ticular emphasis on the virtues of recon- 
ditioning as one means of solving the hous- 
ing problem at a reasonable cost, and of 
bridging the gap which was bound to exist 
for some time between the housing needs 
of the agricultural population and the num- 
ber of new houses that could be built under 
present conditions of - shortages of 
materials. 

On the subject of the tied cottage, there 
was only one way of dealing with it, and 
that was to repeal Section 5 of the Rent 
Restriction Act and make it legally 
impossible for any person to employ any 
other person and make the use of a house 
a condition of employment. If the tied 
cottage principle was retained we should 
lose more and more workers from the land. 


Labour Available. 

Labour was available in the rural areas 
for reconditioning, even. if it was 
insufficient to provide an adequate number 
of new houses. There were many small 
firms expert in adaptation, and several 
were doing work to-day which might be 
regarded as of the semi-luxury type. In 
most cases where repairs were necessary to 
a cottage, reconditioning was also neces- 
sary, and there was no reason why the two 
jobs could not be done simultaneously. 

In reply to a question, the speaker said 
he thought there would be enough men 
available for reconditioning work if the 
new “houses programme were further 
slowed down, but this possibility depended 
on the types of materials required. Un- 
fortunately, some things were in very short 
supply, but that should not be a deterrent 
against carrying out the structural part 
of reconditioning. For instance, if you 
could not put in two lavatories in a honse, 
the building should go on until the 
materials became available for the second 
one. If all the materials for putting the 
finishing touches were not to hand themajor 
— of tthe structure could be Plorviscs: ae} 
with. 

On the subject of how to house the 
occupants of a house while it was being 
pi peer it had oor found possible 

put people temporarily into of the 
house, and where Pe fe Elden to 
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board them out; that had been done in 
Devon. People who had had to leave their 
cottages while they were beimg recon- 
ditioned had said it was very much worth 
while to put up with the temporary incon- 
venience, and then to return to a house 
= much better than it had ever been. 

he conversion of former Government 
hostels and prisoner-of-war camps had been 
done in many parts of the country as a 
temporary relief of the rural housing prob- 
lem, but it was only a temporary measure, 
and le did not want to stop too long 
in hostels of that kind, but wanted a home 
of their own as soon as possible. In any 
case, it was only possible to deal with a 
fraction of the need in this way. 


BANKSIDE POWER STATION 


(MR. SILKIN “SATISFIED AS TO FUME 
ELIMINATION ” 
the House of Commons on 
Sm ArrHur Santer asked 
the Miister of Town and Country 
planning whether he had _ received 
authoritative bed evidence as to the 
elimination of sulphur fumes from the pro- 
posed oil-fired Bankside generating station ; 
and whether he would publish his 
evidence. 

Mr. Sitx1n replied : I am satisfied from 
the advice I have received that sulphur and 
other noxious fumes can be eliminated. 
In order to ensure that the design of the 
plant to be installed is satisfactory a pilot 
gas-washing plant is to be constructed, and 
when the results of this are available the 
Electricity Commissioners will consult 
with the Ministers of Health and of Works. 
I shall keep in touch with these discus- 
sions. As regards noise, the Electricity 
Commissioners imposed a condition in 
giving their formal consent that the under- 
takers shall provide efficient methods for 
ensuring the avoidance of noise, and lL 
have no reason to think that any difficulty 


In 
Tuesda; 


‘will arise 


Sm A. Sauter : May I ask the Minister 
whether he will ensure that no action com- 
promising a final decision is taken until 
the public have had an opportunity of con- 
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sidering the expert evidence which he says 
is now before him? Mr. Sizxm': But the 
decision has been. given. I am required 
to give a decision as the result of the pub- 
lic inquiry which was held, and I have 
given it, 

Replying to further questions, Mr. Si1- 
KIN said he was satisfied the fumes would 
inno way wreck St. Paul’s Cathedral. The 
fumes were subject to the Public Health 
Act. It was not his business to investigate 
the question of the extra cost of eliminat- 
ing the sulphur fumes. be he —_ to do 
was to consider a ific ication, 
which he had done. Pee we 

In a written reply to Mr. Skeffington- 
Lodge, MR. SILkKIn said that the site of the 
new power station on the south bank of 
the river had been decided and he did not 
propens to reopen the matter. The Royal 

ine Art Commission would be consulted 
on the design of the building. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Billig of Quantities. 

Mr. Mepuicotr asked the Minister of Health 
if he was aware that architects to local 
authorities were being prevented from proceed- 
ing peewee y with the acceptance of contracts 
for the building of houses through the shortage 
of extra copies of hills of quantities and inci- 
dental documents stipulated for by his depart- 
ment; and if he would arrange for a@ more 
atewete supply of these documents to be made 
available. 

Mr. Bevan said that adequate supplies of 
bills of quantities and other documents were 
now available and- local authorities should 
have no difficulty in obtaining extra copies 
where required. 


Selling Price of Houses. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN asked the Minister of 
Health whether in connection with the issue 
of licences for houses for sale he would again 
call the attention of local authorities to the 
requirement that a deduction should be made 
from the amount of the authorised maximum 
selling price where street works were subse- 
quently to be carried out. 


Mr. Bevan said that the attention of local 
authorities was again drawn to this require- 
ment in @ circular issued on January 20 of 
this year. 


Aluminium Houses. 


Mr. D. J. Wiii1ams asked the Minister of 
Health if it was proposed to proceed with the 
production of aluminium two-storey houses and 
to what extent: 


Mr. Bevan said that until he had further 
information on the technical merits of the 
prototypes, and the probable costs, it was 
premature to consider production. 


Town and Country Planning. 


After a two-day debate, the Town and Country 
Planning Bill has been r @ second time in 
the House of Lords. Tae Lorp CHANCELLOR 
stated that discussion of the Bill in the House 
of Commons had been subject to the guillotine. 
There was no doubt certain parts had not been 
discussed. Their lordships therefore had, the 
right—if he might say so, the duty—of subjecting 
this Bill to careful consideration and scrutiny. 
He was certainly not eoine to that at all. 
He would try to meet reasoned argument with 
reasoned argument. The Bill was, after all, 
vital. They were all committed to the broad 
principle, and they all had to work to make it 
as good as it could be. He was not suggesting 
the Bill:would give them a new Britain. He 
was suggesting that it gave them the tools 
without which they could not begin the job. 

Lorp Satissury, for the Opposition, said that 
the Opposition would not divide against the 
second reading, but — the right «to 
amend and improve the Bill. , 


Water Supply Schemes. 


Mr. Heatucoat Amory asked the Minister of 
Health what steps were being taken to speed 
up the carrying out of water supply schemes 
already approved ; and where\progress was ham- 
pered by lack of materials, what was being 
done to increase supplies. 

Mr. Bevan said that ae effort was a 
made by the Government to increase the ove 
supply of essential materials upon which the 
progress of water schemes depended, but the 
position was such that progress must for the 
time being confined to those schemes or 


parts of schemes which were vitally urgent. 
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MATERIALS SHORTAGE 


A.B.T. SUGGESTIONS FOR SUBSTITUTES 

Tue Association of Building Technicians 
has issued a‘statement on the shortage of 
building materials ok yar, with the 
housing programme suggests two ways 
in which the Government should act :— 


1. Towser Susstrrures. — Timber in 
house building, while it cannot be 
eliminated, can be greatly reduced below 
the present 1.6 per house by the 
substitution of precast and in sifu con- 
crete for first-floor joists, staircases and 
roofs. Instead of the somewhat vague and 
merely advisory suggestions in the Ministry 
of Works Economy Memorandum P.1.80 
(which does not even mention staircases), 
the Government should use its powers to 
organise the production of such substitutes 
either by direct Government manufacture, 
by bulk buying or by local manufacture to 
model Ministry of Works specifications, 
and at the same time enforce their use by 
local authorities. The use of the pitched 
roof should be strongly discouraged or 
temporarily prohibited. 

2. PERMANENT PREFABRICATION.—More 
‘use should be made of the permanent pre- 
fabricated house t already approved 
by the Ministry of Health, and steps 
should be taken to increase their produc- 
tion. These are tested and efficient houses, 
and most of them economise timber as 
well as building labour. At present their 
use is purely optional.’ Local authorities 
should be compelled to carry out a 
proportion of their house programmes with 
these types. Meanwhile, the Government 
should actively continue with research into 
and development of non-traditional build- 
ing not only to overcome temporary 
crises but as a permanent and rational 
solution for housing. 


SOUND ABSORPTION AND 
REVERBERATION 


A SUMMER SYMPOSIUM 

Tue newly-formed Acoustics Group of 
the Physical Society will hold a summer 
symposium at the Royal Institute of 
ritish Architects on June 26 on sound 
absorption and reverberation. The meet- 
ings are to be opened by Professor P. V. 
Bruel, of Copenhagen, who is speaking on 
panel absorbents, and Mr. J. Moir, of this 
country, who will discuss some other new 
aspects of reverberation. In the case of 
both papers a number of formal contri- 
butions will be made, and there will be 
general discussions. Panel absorbents have 
been the subject of recent studies in several 
‘laboratories, and are of particular import- 
ance in auditorium acoustics. The meeting, 
therefore, has a direct interest for archi- 
tects, who. are invited to be present. The 
meetings will open in the morning, at 
10 o’clock, and continue in the afternoon 
and after tea. Arrangements are bein 
made for a buffet lunch and for tea, ant 
all who intend to be present should notify 
the secretaries, so that the necessary 

arrangements can be made. 


Membership. 

Architects are reminded that they are 
eligible for membership of the Group at 
@ nominal fee; there is no requirement that 
they have a direct interest in physics. 
Details. can be obtained from the Joint 
Secretaries of the Acoustics Group, W. A. 
Allen, A.R.I.B.A., and A. T. Pickles, 
0,.B.E., at the Physical Society, 1, Lowther 
= ang Prince Consort-road, London, 
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NEWS ITEMS 


Metal Lavatory Basins. 

British Standard ification for 
‘“‘ Metal Lavatory, Basins” (B.8. 1329) has 
recently been issued by the British 
Standards Institution. Basins manufac- 
tured from the following materials are 
dealt with: (a) Porcelain enamelled 
iron; (4) stainless steel; (c) monel metal; 
(d) porcelain enamelled cast iron. ‘ 

Copies of the specification may 
be obtained from the _ Institution, 
28,  Victoria-street, London, 8.W.1, 
price 2s., post free. 


Castlemilk Housing Estate. 

The Secretary of State for Scotland, 
accompanied by officials of the Depart- 
ment of Health, met a deputation from 
Glasgow Corporation in St. drew’s 
House, Edinburgh, on Tuesday, May 27 
to discuss his recently announced 
decision to limit the development of 
Castlemilk Housing Estate by the cor- 
poration to 1,000 acres. The B ceupeyam 
speaker for the corporation, Councillor 
James McInnes, Convener of the Housing 
Committee, put before the Secretary of 
State the serious implications of this 
decision upon the corporation’s housin 
programme. Mr. Westwood, in reply, sai 
that in his view, considering the East 
Kilbride and Castlemilk developments 
together, there was, in fact, no loss of 
houses so far as the rae of Glasgow 
were concerned. The 4, houses which 
the corporation maintained would be lost 
at Castlemilk would be more than offset 
by the 7,000 houses to be built at East 
Kilbride for the population of Glasgow. 
That_was indeed the primary purpose of 
the East Kilbride new town—to provide 
housing accommodation associated with 
industrial facilities, social facilities and 
services pre-eminently to cater for the 
pone at present living in congested 

ousing conditions in Glasgow. 











DIAMOND 
GRINDING 


for use on granite, hardgrit 
stones and reconstructed stone 


The type ST.80 equipment comprises electric motor, 
heavy duty flexible shaft and type RD/WF handpiece 
with water feed. 
The 6in. dia. Diamond Head will grind dead flat from an 
axed or rough-sawn granite surface at the rate of 1 sq. ft. 
in2 minutes. Tests have proved that wear on the head is 
negligible after grinding 2,000 super feet. 
IP finish is tained by following up with a fine 
‘ cup grinding wheel fitted to the same 
handpiece. Final polishing is carried out with a felt pad 
fitted to type D.6 Handpiece, interchangeable with type 
RD/WF. For high speed cutting of hard stones, type 
8.38 Handpiece is available, fitted with 8in. Diamond- 
impregnated Cutting Tool and adjustable side gauge. 


Demonstration at your Works on request. 


ee 








POWER-DRIVEN HAND TOOLS 





Type RD/WF Handpiece 
with cup grinding wheel. 





Type RD/WF Handpiece —Type 


D.6 Handpiece 








with 6in. Diamond Head. 


for honing and polishing. 
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Electric Welding. 

The British Electrical and Allied Manu- 
facturers’ Aescoiation, 3% and 38, Kings- 
way, W.0.2, have published “The Story 
of Electric Welding,” a profusely illus- 
trated booklet describing the wide appli- 
cation of electric welding to the manufac- 
ture of ineering products. Details are 
given of rigid frame, welded steel struc- 
tures and attention is drawn to the 
immense field which has still to be de. 
veloped in the application of welding to 
the fabrication of structural work. 
Copies of the oe rice 1s., are ob- 
tainable from the Welding Section of 
BEAMA, 36, Kingsway, W.C.2. 


** Design Weeks.” 

At the close of the “‘ Britain Can Make 
It”? Exhibition it was announced that a 
series of ‘‘ Design Weeks ” would be held 
in the leading industrial centres of this 
country. The Council of Industrial 
Design, in co-operation with the 
Federation of British Industries and 
the Association of Chambers of Commerce 
and with the full support of the civic 
authorities, has now completed the pre- 
liminary plans for these “‘ Design Weeks.” 
The first will be held in Newcastle-on- 
Tyne from July 7 to 12 inclusive. Other 
cities where ‘‘ Design Weeks” will be 
held include Manchester in September, 
Birmingham in November, , Cardiff in 
semaeny, 1948, and Bradford in March, 


The Tyne Tunnel. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes, Minister of Trans- 
port, formally started the construction 
of the Tyne Tunnel to link Jarrow and 
Wallsend by road, when he cut the first 
sod at Wallsend on Wednesday, June 4. 
This project, which has been under active 
consideration since 1938, is part of the 
scheme to open up the Tyneside, and to 
bring easier access and better transport 
facilities to the heavily industrialised 
regions lying on each side of the River 

ne between Newcastle and the river 
mouth, a distance of 10 miles. At prte- 
sent there is no road-crossing of the lower 
Tyne other than iby ferry. The project 

rovides for three separate tunnels under 
the Tyne, for vehicles, cyclists, and 
estrians, and for approach roads link- 
ing the tunnels with the main traffic 
routes 6n each side of the river. The 
work about to be started is on the con- 
struction of the.two smaller tunnels for 
pedestrians and cyclists, 


TRADE NEWS 


A Correction. 

In the advertisement of Concrete, Ltd., 
in our issue of May 30, the firm’s 
Leeds telephone number was given as 
og 75412; this should have been Leeds 


The Applications of Plastics. | 
An interesting illustrated booklet on the 


various applications of 8 a has beer 
ublished by Messrs. Bakelite, Ltd., 18, 
rosvenor-gardens, London,,. 8.W.1. 


Details are given of the spheres in which 

plastics may be employed, includ 
rinting, insulation, toy manufacture an 
urnishing and decorative fittings. Copies 

of the booklet, entitled ‘‘ Bakelite Pro- 
ess,” are obtainable on request to the 
akelite Company. 


Building and Constructional Equipment. 


_Six folders giving illustrated descrip- 
tions of the various types. of build 
ing and constructional opener manu- 
factured by Messrs. Kwikform, Ltd., 66, 
Victoria-street, London, §8.W.1, have 
recently been published. The equipment 
described is specifically designed! to 
economise in time and labour and for 
speeding building construction, and in- 
cludes detailed specifications of Kwik- 
form products and plant for concrete wall 
shuttering, unit scaffolding, rising trestles 
for decorators, etc., shores and struts and 
suspended formwork. 
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HOUSE BUILDING 


** TOO MUCH FRUSTRATION TALK ” 


‘Tere is far too much talk in build- 
ing circles of frustration,” said Mr. E, J. 
Smith, President of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, in a 
speech at the half-yearly. meeting of the 
Southern Counties Federation, in -South- 
ampton, on Wednesday, June.4. ‘.Too 
much’ time is spent in holding inquests 
instead of getting on with the job. Did 
any of us in the building industry expect 
there would be an abundance of materials 
within a short period of the end of the 
second world war in a.quarter of a cen- 
tury? As the world gets back to normal, 
so will the supply of materials and, there- 
fore, the output of homes and other types 
of building. 

‘We British are far too prone to be- 
little our own efforts. During the war the 
building industry did a grand job of work 
in the provision of camps, aerodromes, 
defences, factories, and last but. not least, 
mulberry harbours. That has been pub- 
licly recognised. I maintain that we sa 
done an equally good job in the first two 
years of peace. Im years to come that, too, 
will be equally recognised. In the housing 
field alone our achievements have been un- 
equalled in any other country which took 
part in the war, and I am glad to see that 
the Minister of Health in a recent speech 
exhorted his audience to tell the public 
that the housing programme was proving a 
remarkable success. ‘ 

“« Those of us who look forward are more 
concerned about: the high costs of building 
than the progress made to date. If prices 
go higher, or even if they remain at their 
present level, there is a serious risk that 
our customers will not be able to afford to 
buy the articles we produce. Something 
like this is already happening in America, 
The builder, of course, controls only a 
small part of the cost of building, but he 
must do everything he can to reduce that 
cost by: improving the efficiency of his 
management and by getting increased out- 
te on the site, and that I am satisfied 

e is doing to the best of his ability. 


“Now that the long evenings are with 
us, many people who are anxious to speed 
things up, think they see an easy solution 
in the working of overtime. I should like 
to make the position quite clear. The 
decision not to work systematic overtime, 
which was taken in 1945, was taken not 
by the employers alone, but jointly by the 
representatives of the operatives and em- 
govers, and was taken Fae deliberately. 

ere is one reason, and one reason only, 
for that decision. It is that experience has 
shown conclusively that the working of 
overtime is uneconomic, that in the , 
run it means slower, not faster work, an 
higher, not lower, costs. The real solution 
y full output during the normal working 

ay. 





Roofing Felt Executive Committee. 


From May 31 the Roofing Felt Industry 
Executive Committee ceased to function. 
The committee has operated since Decem- 
ber, 1940, and was appointed by thé 
roofing felt industry at the request of 
the Ministry of Works to act under the 
direction of the Ministry of Works and to 
exercise control of roofing felts and 
dampcourses, acting as liaison between 
the Ministry and the industry. The 
control was a voluntary one, and during 
the period of —— all the very large 
requirements of the British and allied 
hae pom for war purposes were met. 

aterial was available for urgent air raid 
damage, and requirements of other users 
for essential purposes were obtainable 
without delay by means of a simple 
permit system. 


THE BUILDER 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Gartish.—69 houses proposed for Lanarkshire 
C.C., for which the architect is Samuel MacColl, 
Albert-st., Motherwell. _ 1 

Glasgow.—Reconstruction and additions for 
P. & W. McLellan, Ltd., Trongate, for 
which the architects are Watson, Salmond & 
Gray, 111, Union-st., Glasgow.—Extensions, etc., 


proposed for Garroway, btd.; for which the 
architects are Donald Clerk & Son, 67, Cuthel- 
ton-st., Gla 


sgow. 
Giasgow.—School buildings proposed at Moss- 
side-rd., for which the architect is John Mac- 
Nab, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
; JUNE 18. 
‘tIsle of Wight C.C.—Two additional class- 
rooms at Nettlestone Primary school. Sydney 
Gregson iP County A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 


by July 5. 
JUNE 19. : 
*Bideford and District Hospital.—Extensions 
to hospital, Orphoot. Whiting and Lindsey, 
High-st., Bideford. Dep. £5. 


JUNE 20. 

t*East Suffolk C.C.—Canteen kitchen and 
dining-room at Mendlesham school, nr. Stow- 
market. Symcox (F.), ,County A. 
Tenders by July 11. 

Stafford.—Extension to “C” block at Staffs 
General Infirmaty. Doffman and Leach, 6, 
Market-sq., Stafford. 

tWarwicks €.C.—Two classrooms and cloak- 
room at Rugby Hillmorton Paddox junior 
pcm? County A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
uly 11. 


JUNE 23. 

Oldham C.B.—Alterations at old children’s 
block to provide clinic at Municipal Hospital. 
B.E. and 8S. Dep. £1 1s. 

Rochdale C.B.— (a) 156 houses, and ©) 6 
blocks of three-storey flats (72 dwellings). 8. H. 
Bergan, M.Inst.C.E., B.S. and Architect. Dep. 

S. 


£2 2s. 

tTynemouth C.B.—Erection of 20-bed T.B. 
pavilion at Moor Park Hospital. D. M. 
O’Herlihy, B.Sc., M.I.C.E., B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by June 30. 

Warwickshire C.C.—Erection of two tempor- 
ary buildings and alterations at existing County 
Ofhces. County A., Shire Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

Willesden T.C.—% fiate at Canterbury-terr., 
South Kilburn. B.E. and 8. - 

Willesden T.C.—Block of 30 flats at Chiches- 
ter-rd., South Kilburn. B.B. and 8. 

JUNE 24. 

“Herne Bay U.D.C.—6 houses at School-la., 
Herne. W. W. Smith, M.I.Mun.E., E. and S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 











\ 
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t*Norfolk E.C.—Dental and medical clinic at 
Fakenham modern secondary school. . G, 
Limmer (F.), Ed. Architect. Tenders by July 7. 

Shoreditch B.C.—90 flats in 4 blocks at Felton- 
st. area. Boro’ A. Dep. £10. 


JUNE 25, 
Neath T.C.—18 houses at Olive Branch-cres., 
Brynkatrxe, Briton. a E. J. Rees, B.E., 
Coungil Offices, Briton Ferry. Dep. £3 3s. 


UN a 
Bath T.C.—Foundations for liminary. site 
works of infants’ school at Moorlands estate. 
Pictor, Snailum and Huggins (F. and A.), 
Abbey-chbrs., Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 28. 
Tayport T.C.—Work in various trades for 
erection of 24 cottage-type houses. J. Gentles and 
Son, chartered quantity surveyors, Kirkcaldy. 


JUNE 30. 

Atherton U.D.C.—Two transformer houses. 8. 

tEast Riding ©.C.—Erection of schools costing 
over £100,000. County A., County Hall, Beverley. 

*Merton and Morden U.D.C.—War damage 
and other works at (1) Merton Public Hall; 
(2) Central Library, Kingston-rd. E. and 8. 

Pontefract T.C.—80 houses in 4 groups. E. G. 
Crofts, architect, Market-pl., Pontefract. 


Dep, £5 
so ate B.C.—Rent Collection Office at 
Barrowell-green. B.E. & 8. Dep. 21 18. 


JULY 4. 3 

Bucks C.C.—4 pairs of police houses at 
Tatling-end. . A. C. Maunder, County A., 
County Offices, Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. : 
*Dover T.C.—Restoration of and alterations 
and additions to Stevens’ Dyeworks. B.E. and 
S. Dep. £2,2s 

*Salop Standing Joint Committee.—2 pairs. of 
olice houses at West Felton, nr. Uswestry, and 
t. Georges. nr. Oakengates. A. G. Chant, 


County A. Dep. £2 2s. ; 
Sandwich T.C.—d9 houses. B.S., Guildhall. 
Dep. £2 2s 

Warwicks Standing Joint Committee.—2 
police houses and office at  Ashlawn-d., 
Rugby. C. H. Elkins, Shire Hall, Warwick. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 5. 
Weston - super- Mare T.C.—Rebuilding war- 
damaged houses and erection of pair of houses 
at Hill-rd., Worle. B.E. and 8. Dep, £2 2s. 


- JULY 7. 

Brentford and ‘Chiswick T.C.—Rebuilding 2 
flats and. 1 house at Brentwick-gdns. B.E. and 
S. Dep. £3 3s. 

Central Hospital Visiting Committee, Hatton, 
nr, Warwick.—Works at Central Hospital: (1) 
2 houses tor junior medicaf officers and 16 staff 
houses; (2) 4 staff houses. C. H. Elkins (L.), 
Shire Hall, Warwick. Dep. £2 2s. 

Oldham C.B.—4 “ Airey” rural-type houses 
at Limeside estate. A. L. Hobson, B.E. and 8. 
Dep. £2 28. 


JULY 8. 
Berkhamsted U.D.C.—20 houses at _Durrants 
Farm estate. Robert E. Hulse (L.), E. and 8. 
Dep. £2 2s 


Marshland R.D.C.—60 Airey at 3 sites. 8S. G. 
ay (L.), Council Offices, Alexandra-rd., 
is 5 


JULY 6. . 

Droxford R.D.C.—4 houses at Swanmore. A. L. 
Bishop, C., Council Offices, The Square, Bishop’s 
Waltham, Southampton. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Derby C.B.—4 toi t's Circus, Roe 
D .B.—4 shops at Sussex 1 
Farm cetate. Thos. W. East (F.), Borough 

Architect. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 16. : 
*Cheshire ©.C.—Reinstatement and com- 
pletion of construction at Helsby —— 


School. E. M. Parkes (F.), County A. 
£2 2s. 
MISCELLANEOUS 
JUNE 17. 


Caterham ang Warlingham U.D.C.—Demoli- 


| tion of shelters and C.D. structures and clear- 
nd: S. . £2 2s. 


ance of sites. E. a Dep 
JUNE 25. : 
Gravesend T.C.— Demolition of surface 
shelters. B.E. and S. Dep. £1 1s. 


JUNE 30. 
Harrow U.D.C.—Demolition of Wealdstone 
houses. E. and S. Dep. £2. 
*Hornsey B.C.—Demolition and clearance of 
irench shelters. J. Melville-Richards, 
A.M.LC.E., B.E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 10. 
St. Albans T.C.—Demolition of shelters and 


C.D. structures. City E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


-JUNE 25. 
Luton T.C.—Painting and decorating at 
various schools. B.E. 
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*1L Corporatic oe ee 
on a 
External painting of various premises at 
Brinxall and Withnell, Water Engineéer’s Office. 
dn:tetngeet “qqvmtetionl < iteaw . ‘Werle. 
on a 0 
Painting, colouring and papering of varions 
epenoss at. Lake Vyrnwy. Water E., 55, Dale- 


» Liverpool, 2. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 21, 
tNorthleach be lestees and 
a works at Withington housin; 

W. Herbert Bateman and Partners, Ches' 
House, sinister mm Dep. £2 28. 


sewage 
rfield 


NE 23. 
Benfleet u.b.0,—Surtace dressing of roads. 
E. and 8. Dep. £1 
Blackwell R.D. o-Roads and sewers off Row- 
thorne-la., Glapwell. Architect and ye d 
Superintendent, “‘ Dale Close,” — Chesterfiel 
rd. South, Mansfield, Notts Dep. 22 2s 
Chelmsford R.D. siraction -+ * main- 
=, of approx. 6 miles of stoneware pipe 
Little. Waith - Saosin eked £s Bligard'S os vie 
altham. and , 2, = 
teckel, Wemenneesr, pW, . £5 5s. 
U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Oakfield-rd. estate. 8. and veserwetne E., 
Council Offices, Cwmbran. Dep. £5 5 
Finchley T.C.—Roads and sewers — Elms- 
hurst estate, ont End-rd. B.E.andS. Dep. £2. 
Kettering T.C.—Roads, sewers, water mains, 
ate. tt Stamford-rd_ estate. B.E. and 8. Dep. 


Maidstone T.C.—Roads and sewers at Shep- 
way Farm estate. B.S. 

Morecambe and Heysham T.C.—Roads and 
—,_ etc., at Blackberry Hall site. B.S. 

ep 

orth East Derbys. Joint Water Committee. 
—Service reservoir at Derby-rd., Higham. Water 
B. Dep. £5 5s. 

Satton-in-Ashfield U.D.C.—Roads and agers 
at Charles-st. scheme. Warner and Dean 
Housing Architects, Mansfield-rd.. Sutton-in- 
Ashfield. Dep. £2 ll 


24. 
Ealing T.¢.—Roais, ant sewers at — Ridge 
estate, Greenford. B.E. Dep. £2 

Wrexham T.C.—Sewerage and Senaeih dis- 
posal works. B.E. yn 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


Dartford T.0.—Resurfacing Lowfield-st. 
T.C. Dep, £2 2s 
JUNE 27. | 
Horsham R.D.C.—Roads ‘and sewers at 


Roffey site. 8. 
Northwich R.D.C.—Provision of sewers and 
enlargement of outfall works et pmeqnene and 
Oakmere. E. and §. £3 3s 
JUNE 28. 

Dartford R.D.C.—Tarmacadam surfacing of 
roads at Alamein-gdns. estate, Stone. B. F. 
Kirby, ey 9 v . (L.), Council ‘Offices. 

Hoddesdon ©.—Making-up Springfield- 


rd. S. Dep. 22 
Wortley R.D. i and sewers at 2 sites. 
E. and Dep. £2 2s 


JUNE 30. 

Belfast City and District Water Com- 
miesioners.—Construction of tunnel and ake 
works. D. Mormerens, Secretary, Water Office 
Belfast. Dep. £10. 

Harrow U.D.C.—Roads and _ sewers 
Weald-la. estate. E. and 8. Dep. £2. 

Loddon R.D.C.—Laying of approx. 3,300 lin. 
yds. of 6-in. and 9-in. dia. stoneware sewers, 35 
pre-cast concrete tube manholes and con- 
struction of sewage disposal works, etc. W. 


at 


Herbert Bateman and Partners, 167, Victoria- 
aye By - hgh " Dep. £3 3s. 
T.C.—Roads and_ sewers. 


Pi sts Roberts and Brown, architects and 
surveyors, Barnfield Hill Exeter. Dep: £3 3s. 
s Rochford R. D.C.—Roads and sewers. KE. and 


ep. 
Mh ve R.D.C.—Preparation of housing site. 
H. A. Rolls, chartered architect, 15, Bridge- 
st., Leighton — Dep. £2" 2s. 


ULY 3. 

Clun R.D. b~tidving of eerie: 7,700 lin. yds. 
of 3-in. dia. asbestos cement water mains and 
construction of reservoir and erection of pump- 
house. Jennings, Horner and Lynch, 3 a 5, 
Church-st., soa Se Staffs. Dep. £23 3s. 


St. neras B. ©.—Development of additional 
= at Fast Finchley Cemetery. B.E> and 8. 


Stone i b.e~teeseaitine of approx. 4,920 
lin. yds. of sewer, etc., at Strongford Brid e. 
Tittenson, Willcox, Raikes:and Marshall, 33, Gt. 
Charles- st., sere i eat £5 5s. 


Horsham — U.D.C.—Roads: and sewers at 
Spencer Farm estate. E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full mete of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the advertisement pages of this 
and pre issues, 


THE BUILDER 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Deptford.—InDUsTRIAL Dermeruans BA. has 
received permission from the LOL. to use a 
number of vacant sites for light industrial 
coccoument, 

= Pope oe bo oon 
ropose to rebuil acres, in ry Queen’s 
Park Stayee, ane. Maida Vale and 
Kilburn station. It is proposed to 
ba Lee ag and 152 houses. 
mbeth.—Housinc.—The B.C. have appointed 
stemee Collins, Melvin & Partners, 42, 
Bruton-pl., Berkeley-sa. W.1, as socmapeene for 
the development of the Bonham-rd. site. 

Lewisham.—ALTERATIONS.—L.C.C. have granted 
an application by Messrs. Elliott, Cox & Part- 
ners to carry out alterations and additions to 
Messrs. Oxo’s yomens ) corner of Oldstead-rd. 

Lewisham.—Fiats.—L.C.C. have granted an 
application by Messrs. Hooman & Ravenscroft, 


Ltd., to convert No. 72, Westwood-hill, into nine 
self-contained flats. 
Lewisham.—FLats.—Messrs. Dunsmore Bros., 


architects, Surrey Loge Brockley-rise, are the 
architects for 12 flats to be erected at Nos. 1-8, 
The Park, London-rd. 
Lewisham.—Hovses.—Messrs. E. C. Grant & 
Partners propose to erect two houses on the 
site of No. 40, Manor-park. 
Leyton.—Crematorium.—The Leyton and ‘Walt- 
hamstow Joint Committee re proposed crema- 
torium have instructed the Town Clerk of Leyton 
to make inquiries about the possible utilisation 
of two possible sites for the crematorium. 
Leyton.—Factory ALTzRATIONS.—Messrs. Bromax 
Cleaners, Ltd., propose alterations to factory 
and provision of flat at Aylmer-rd. 
Leyton.—ResvILDING.—An application by Mr. 
C. F. Rumble to rebuild Nos. 4-16, Sanderstead- 
rd. has been approved by the B.C. Town 
Planning Commit 
hayes. —REBUILDING.—An application by Mr. 
G. W. Hodgson to rebuild Nos. 61-69, Colchester- 
rd. has been Roptored by the B.C. Town Plan- 
ning Committee. 
’ Leyton.—Temporary Hovusinc.—B. E. & S. has 
been asked to report on suitability for temporary 
housing of the following sites: Derelict property 
at corner .of ton-rd. and ‘High-rd. Leyton- 
ene site opposite and adjoining the Rex 
inem. 
Leytonstono.—Fits.—B.E. & S. has submitted 
a scheme for the erection of 18 flats on land 
adjoining the Academy Cinema, High-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Amblecote.—Board of Governors of Corbett 
Hospital, Dudley, propose conversion of ‘‘ The 
Hill” for nurses’ training school. 

Ashton-in-Makerfield.—U.D.C. propose develop- 
ing : 24 acres of land at Bryn Station for housing 
site 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—T.C. approved dining hall 
and kitchen at Stamford boys’ school, Mossley- 
rd., for Lancs E.C. 
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Ba .—T.C. approved of plane for tastory ex- 
tensions for Spent quipment, 
Bingley.—U.D.C. roved works. aati at 
Barrett-st. for Magnet Joinery, L 
ighouse.— pproved 1 iitions at 
Calder Witecks ‘for ‘Redfearn & Bedford, Ltd. : 
inion 7 room at St, Chad’s C. of E. school: 
Education Dept.; offices and store at 
Princess st es pA Aoyy d 


pee secoptary 


modern school off *Bauareda, PP G. Noe! 
Hill (F.), County A., County Office, Presto’ 
Burton-on-Trent.—E.C. propose Cletdens ‘to 


power station, Wetmore-rd. 


—E.C. gr opoee open-air 
Brn lesholme Children’s Home. 
Chapel B 


school at 


.—Northants T.C. propose 
modernisation and extension of county primary 
school. Plans by J. Perkins (L.), County A., 
oy. Hall, Northampton. 
approved extensions at 
Ryland works for Watertight Fittings, Ltd. 
Coventry Family palth Club 
wowsing Society, Ltd., propose health centre at 
inle 


y. 
Criccieth—_W. B. Lane propose developing 
Morannedd oorete for houses. 

urham. E.C. to erect cope school 
at Flatts estate, arnard Castle, to plans by 
a = & A. 4, 


, Old d Elvet, Durham. 
* approved scheme for licensed 
soteening ae. by Dartford Breweries, Ltd., 
at Lacan Farm estate. 

Friern Barnet.—M.H. approved plans for 11¢ 
flats at Colney Hatch-la. for U.D.C. 

Hull.—E.C. propose rebuilding and extensions 
at Frances Askew school.—T.C. propose three 
blocks of 3-storey flats, 6 shops with flats over 
ane a up garages at Southcoates-la. housing 
estate 

Huyton.—Lancs E.C. propose school canteen 
at Park View county primary school. 

Keighley.—J. ailey & Sons, Airedale- 
bldgs., Northgate-st., are architects for rebuild- 
ing and extensions at Globe Ironworks for 

H. Heaton, Ltd. 

* Llangefni.—Anglesey €.C. propose staff can- 
teen at ioeay Offices. 


Maccl id.—T.C. propose extensions at 
Public suibraty Park Green, at £7,000-£8,000. 
Plans b A. Heppenstali (A.), Pear Tree 


House, Saiideate B.A. 
Malden and Goombe.—T.C. propose public 
hall and indoor and outdvor swimming pools. 
Manchester.—T.C. approved :—Works canteem 
at Piccadilly and Auburn-st., for Joshua Hoyle 
& Sons, d.; works canteen, Bank Bridge 
Works, Bank-st., Clayton, for Bank Bridge 
Rubber Co., Ltd.; 3 piteresions to factory at 
Upper Brook-st. for A. Son; hostel for 
resident domestic staffs at Crumpsall: Hospita¥ 
for Health Committee at £52,200.—Highways 
Committee propose central depot at King-st., 
Ardwick. 
Mansfield.—Pleasley Hill British 
Association prepose headquarters. 
Middlesbrough.—G. P. Stainsby, 57, High-st., 
Stockton, is architect for offices at Cargo Fleet- 
rd., for Cleveland Products, Ltd. 
Middleton.—T.C. approved:—Additions at 
Preserve Works, ‘Mills Trill. rd., for Co-operative 
Wholesale Society, Ltd., 1, Balloon- st., Man- 
chester: offices to Fielding Mills, § ring. a 
for Yorkshire Dyeing and Proofing 
Middieton.—T.C. propose eabainien” ” at 
Boarshaw cemetery at £5, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—T.C. propose two bridges 
at Scotswood and St. Anthony’s at £1,100,000. 
Oxford.—Plans and applications a proved by 
T.C.:—Principle of hoses site at A naire 
Plans by R. D Best & Gievens, & Turl- 
st., Oxford; additions at The Trout Inn. God- 
stow-rd. Plans by T. Rayson, 35, Beaumont-rd., 
x for 
Oxford City.—A. instructed to prepare scheme 
for provision of shops and ores my accommoda- 
tion at Council’s housing esta 
Pendieton.—Halliday & ioe (FF. ), 14, John 
Dalton-st., Albert-sq., Manchester 2, are *archi- 
tects for Methodist Church at Daisy Bank-ave. 
and Delamere-ave. for Trustees of Westwood 
Methodist Church. 
ry.—Brown & Taylor, Pear Tree House, 
Jorda care Meocemeeld, are architects for re- 
building Corn Mill for Exors. of R. Wright. 
Rawtensta H.—T.O. propose 50 traditiona? 
bosees 8 0 “ Orlit” hduses at Staghills 


mo 
T.0. app’ sored re Petnildiog Ensor 

Cotton mn f e Ensor Mill, 

Rotherham.—D. Morgan teins garage ang 
eervnes Xmas at junction of Oakwood-rd. and 

room-la 

Salford.—E.C. Prono conversion of Salford? 
City Mission Hal bs gy 2 rd., into youth club 
and institute at cost e766. P W. 
Albert Walker, G.M., y 

Sheffreld.— Moore’s uiae. Ltd., propose 
alterations to factory at Duke-st.—F. E. Hall & 
Co., ropose buildings at Bramall-la. and 
Arley-st.- he. propose bungalows for elderly 
people at £30,000. 

Staveley.—J. B. Lewis & Sons, Ltd., Haydn- 


Legion 


lans by 


rd., Sherwood, ig ay ai a propose hosiery 
factory adjacent t to Southgate Colliery. 
Stock —J. whotham & Co., Ltd., pro- 


pose alterations to factory at Brewery-st.. Port- 
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wood.—E:C. propose primary junior and 
infants’ school yr dswood. Plans. by L. Yates 
(L.), Boro. Baneation” A oh ‘3B 
propose ouses a ar- 

laston and 20 .at hog Bridge. 

Sunderiand.—J. Potis & Son, 57, John-st., 
Sunderland, are architects for extensions at 
Mission to en hostel. 

Sutton and .—B.8. to prepare scheme 
for civic centre for T.C. 

Temple Cowley (Oxford).—M.O.H. approved 
in principle proposal for erection of a com- 
munity centre for the Oxford T.C. 


(Oxon).—U.D.C. approved plans for 


alterations and additions to print works for 

F. e Castle & Co., Ltd., High-st., Thame. 

sie Tylaesiey.—i.D.6. propose 500 houses at 
y. 


.—E.C. to acquire. land at Marden- 
oat Cullercoats, for infants’ school. 
Wallsend.—W. Stockdale, Howard-st., North 
Shields, is architect for factory extensions at 
henson-st. for Tyne Plywood Worl 2 
—Industrial lena are proposed at js 
son-st. for Cookson Lead & Antimony Co., Ltd., 
to plans by H. Moore, Crescent House, New- 
ee Ps 

Wigan.—U.D.C. approved 168 houses at 
spel Appl ey Bridge, for William Finch 
\p =“ Bridge), Ltd., Dawber Quarries, Appley 





TENDERS 


Denotes — ted. 
Denotes pr mally accepted. 
Denotes pomieented fern acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments, 
ylesbur -—Eight houses at Quainton, for 
De: race & Son, fe 2 £9,935. 
Sabewelh foe houses at Beeley, for R.D.C. 
R. Hayhurst, S.: *W. A. Sheldon, Yeldside. 
Basiow. Bakewell, £4,901. 
Bath.—66 houses and 4 flats at Moorlands 
Building 


mater- 
ospital, 





gee nts @ 


estate, for City Council: *Bath 
Industry £74,190 and £3,576. 
_Bebington. —Alterations for _providin 
nity unit at Clatterbridge General 
for Cheshire C.C. .E. M. Parkes (F.), County 
A., The Castle, Chester: nes & Peers. 
waiee, Ellesmere nn Chee, J 7,825. 
irkenhead.—Reroofing - et. Hall, for 
T.C. B. Robinson, B.E.: *G. Dodd & Son, 
1, Devonshire-st. Birkenhead, Boe 
Birmingham.—Eight shops and dwellings at 
Faraday-av., Quinton, for City Council: *Wm 
Cooper & Son af Builders), Ltd., West-st., Bir- 


: mingham, 


£ 
Brentford and Chiswick.—Works for T.C. 25 
dwellings at Church-walk, Brentford: *Noel 
Miller, Ltd, Derwent-yard, W.5. £29 159; six 
lock-up shops __ at densor- rd., Chiswick : 
*Norman Sinclair, Ltd., 80-82, Uxbridge-rd., 
W.13, £2,710; conversion. of Portsdown House. 
Brentford, into day nursery: tNoel Miller, Ltd., 
Derwent-yard, Ealing, £1, 
rigs. ut bosses at Woodbine estate, for 
sau orpe : illipe on, 
Ltd., Estate-yard, Brigg. :. & 
Brighton.—Conversion of Harrison’s Hotel 
Ag fats, for T.C.: *McKellar & Western, Ltd., 
, Church-rd., Hove. 


yp Hana af one Y eas a at Unsworth 
Garden City site, for T.C. J. Chadwick, B.S.: 
*Middleton & Co. (Blackpool), Ltd., Bank-st., 
Blackpool. 


Caterham and upon. —Erection of 
houses for sale to U.D.C. 2% at Blanchman’s 
Farm estate: * Walter Smith & Partners, 552, 
Simpefie\d-r4.. Warlingham; 20. at Crewes-la.: 
at t Holpeeed rd. a oi iieee od Sale 
per logy 4 itchcox, 57, High-st., 

Dartford.—44 Airey houses, for R.D.C, B. 
Kirby, architect, Council Offices : *Pricing Re 
mittee, Gravesend and District Association of 
Builders, ofl, bee & AL one Kent. 
a1, 415 9s. per house. ee ee ee 

Eastbourne.—Day nursery at Prince’s Park, 
for C.B, R. Williams, B.E, & 8.: 
& Son, Ltd., Eastbourne, £4,864. "E: J. Kewell 

Glanford Brigg.—38 houses at Win 
Lincs, for R.D De Buttrick & Buttrieke res (PF. 

43, _Oswald-rd., Scunthorpe: *Gilding & 
Hill, 23, West-st., Winterton, Lincs, Phos 
= '—Erection of motor bus for 
En rise and Giger Dawn Motors” But- 
trick & Buttrick (F. & A.), 43, Oswald-rd., Scun- 
Ge 4 oe qu uantities’ by Watson & Carter, 
rd., Goole, Yorks, £6,425, 

Gosforth (North jand).—! pairs f 
houses at Broadway West and 1. e 
*James Whit 
gamer * ite (Shopfitters), Ltd, Low ell, 


Guildford.—Further 80 





h arn 

pm ig Mad _ a aah Holford a f é Tak Pern 
s 

Lid., 1 Riverside Works, Wain Teel sheen. 


a Lid., Boothferry- , 
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Guildford.—118 houses + pellfdite estate, 
bee £.C.: oy ms, pape *Mount Ryde 
srolopmnent 8); wednambers & Co. 
Cys Bian *Stanley “Fils, oid. (8); *R. G. Bowers 
Tribe & Ro binson, Lid. as); *Higlett & 
ainmond, a, (12) ; nee Ltd. (16) ; 
*W. H. Gaze & Son, Ltd. (34). 
Halifax,—100 Ne cheery houses, for T.C.: 
*Tarran Industries, Ltd., Clough-rd., Hull. 
Haltwhistle. Extensions to paint works of 
Smith, Watson & Co. Plans by Cackett, Burns 
Dick '& McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle: 
hate Blackett & Son, Sutherland-st., Gates- 
e€ 


Highbridge, Somerset.—Factory for Clark, 
Son* & Morland, Ltd., Glastonbury. Gallan- 
naugh & Nicholls, Ltd., architects, 41, St. 
Mary’s-st., Bridgwater: **Staverton Builders, 
Ltd., Totnes. 

Ketton.—20 houses for R.D.C.: 
Sons, Stamford, 062. 

Limehurst.—16 Airey houses at Lees-st., Bards- 


*Bowman & 


ley, for R.D.C. . Bradshaw, E, & 8.: *Green- 
ee Building “Industries, Ltd., Oldham, 
QLlondon (Admiralty).—Corshdm, H.M.S. 


Royal Arthur, canteen and ancillary works, W. 
& G. Northcott & Co., Lid., High-st., Exeter. 

GLondon (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended June 7:— 
Building work: F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., York. 
Painting work: Geo. Jones & Son, Liverpool, 6. 
Agricultural maintenance .work: Pt & 
Wakeford, Daventry, Northants; E. S. Walley 

Co., Lid., Tarporley, Cheshire. General 
maintenance work: Fields, Ltd., London, 8.W.1; 
-Coleman, Ltd., East Kirkby, "Lancs. ‘Surface 
dressing work: Bristowes Tarvia, Lid., London, 
Bituminous Road Products, Ltd., 
Middlesbrou h; §.° Sutcliffe & Son, Ltd., 
Mytholmroyd, Yorks; W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., 
London, W.é; General Asphalte Co., td., 
London, S.W.1; Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., 
London, §.W.1; Allweather Mechanical Grout- 
ing Co., td., London, S.W.1; ‘Chittenden & 
Simmons Contracting), Ltd., Maidstone, Kent; 
Wm. F. Ltd., London, §.W.1; P. M. 
Smith & Co., Ltd., Edinburgh, 12; Geo. Gregg 
& Sons, Ltd., arne, N. Ireland. ‘Heating and 
hot water installation: Benham & Sons, Ltd., 
London, W.1; Ashwell & Nesbit, Leicester. 
qLondon 08.0.4 .>.—-Copisacia placed by 
M.O.W. for week ending June 5:— 

London: Battersea B.C. 5, Temporary houses, 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Atlas Works, Putney. Angus : 
Dundee, H.P.O., Exterior and interior decora- 
tions, P. T. Roberts & Son, 170, Albert-st., 
Dundee: Ayrshire: Calton Site, Cam beltown, 
Temp. houses, Campbeltown & Mid Argyle 
Electric Supply Co , Reform-sq., 'Campbel- 
town; Central R.C. school, Ardrossan, Temp. 
classrooms, M. Simpson & Co., 62, Vicarfield-st., 
Glasgow; Public School, Eglinton, Winton, 
Ardrossan, Temp. classrooms, M. Simpson & Co., 
62, Vicarfield-st., Glasgow; Ardrossan ‘Academy, 
Temp. classrooms, D. Miller & Son, 53, Hamil- 
ton-st., Saltcoats, Ayr. Berks: Council School 


Three Mile Cross, Reading. Temp. classrooms, 


H. & R. Davey, Wokingham-rd., Earley, Read- 
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; A, E. 12 B Harwell, Neutralising water 
. ie aoe: hi 








house-la., Denham, Mddx. Cambs: 
Airfield, ations, & Son, 37, St. 
Andrew’s-st., Cai . Cumberland ; Burgh- 
-Sands, sle, trenches, Robert 
pa ’! eee)” Bunderland, T pee: 
‘ 8 \ . 
ti classroe Robert Hudson @ Son St. 
Mark’s-cres,, § . Bssew: Council Prim- 
ary school, Stanstead, Temp. additional class- 
rooms, I, L. Glasscock & Causeway, ops 
Stortford; Holy Cross C. school, | . 
Waltham Abbey, Temp. J. L. 
rs & Sa, d., wwnsend 
Herts; Leyton? .C. 5, Temp. houses, Tow: 
Collings, L 2 Bi Enfield, M 
Senior Modern he Wellington-av., Ohingtord, 
— school buildings 7m demoli 
hel Ww. 
Stratford, B15. aan getown School, 


Sues, Temp. Fe “Tidings eFohn Morgan, 
. thedr ait, Hereford: 

‘tupey C.E. school, Hereford, Temp. school 

dings, William Bowers & Co., Lid., 8, Bath- 
Ps Hereford. Herfs: B.R.S. Garston, nr. Wat- 
ford, Ext. Sod pains installation, Fretwell Heat- 
ing Co., High-st., Plaistow, 
Cuffle: bc yeh heobalds-rd. 
school buildings, T. W. Rodger as Le Byng- 
rd., Barnet, Herts. Inverness: os hina. 
ary school, Isle of Skye, Fag yp 
Angus MacPhie & -.. Ardroag, Dunvegan, 
Skye; Public school, classrooms, Angus 
MacPhie 4 Son, y 17 meg Junvegan, Skye 

Kent: Swadelands school woo ci 
school buildings, H. , 32, San diings-r a 
Maidstone; Homewood School, Ashford-rd., Ten- 
terden, Temp. school buildings, Kent & Sussex 
Contractors, Ltd., 10, Carlton-rd. ma ont Central 
school, Southfleet-rd.. Swanscombe some school 
buildings, Dudley Coles, Ocean House, Gt. Tower- 
st., London County Girls’ School, Iron Mill, 
Craytond, Ph coe school buildings, Halse & Son, 
Ltd., hapel-hill, Woolwich, S.E.18. Lancs: 
Swinton & Pendlebury, B.II, Foundations and 
site for Aluminium houses, Tysons Contractor), 
Ltd., Dryden-st., Liverpool 5; O., Hollin- 
wood, Resurfacin pet footpath, Bitamisors Sur- 
facing, Lid., 7, e Bank-st., Ardwick, Man- 
chester 12. Leicester * Stoke Golding, Re-erection 
of church spire, W dee Furse & Co., Traffic-st., 


Caffley.. ‘Temp, 


Nottingham. Middz: ig site, London-rd. 
Stanmore, Removing sail W. Drinkwater, 
2-5, Goodson-rd. -W.10; Uxbridge 


“yg 
Sec. Mod. scheol, Greenway’ - Uxbridge, Temp. 
school buildings and demolish six shelters, 
Currey & Bridges, Ltd., 196, Northolt-rd., South 
Harrow, Mddx. Norfolk : Primary school, Holt, 
Dining-room and kitchen, O. Staines & Son, 


Station-rd., Swaffham, Norfolk. Northumber- 
land : Canning-st. Primary —— Newcastle- 
wey & Son, 


on-Tyne, Additional classrooms 
Ltd., 90, Back Raby-st., Newcastle attyne’ 
Orkney: Sandy Public school, Orkney, ae. 
room and kitchen, Orkney Builders, Lid., 
Western-rd., Kirkwell; Kirkwell Grammar Pa soon 
Temp. classrooms, Samuel Firth, Harray,. 
Orkney. Staffs: Bushbury Hill Sec. school, 
Temp. school buildings, Arjay Builders & Con- 
eaaiees, 15-16, Queen’s-sq., Wolverhampton ; 
Council Sec. Mod. school, Rookery-la., Pensnett, 
Temp. school buildings, ‘A. J. Crump and Sons,. 
Aston-rd., Dudley, Worcs; Brockmoor County 
Sec. school, Brierley Hill, Temp. school build- 
ings, Wm. Thos. Harmon, Lid., Rufford-rd., 
Oldwinsford, Stourbridge; Stafford Coens Sec. 
school, Riverway, Temp. ‘school buildings G. 
Lester & Co., annock-rd., Stafford; Star Bi 
Sec. school, Burton- on-Trent, Temp. school build- 
, Curzon-st., Burton- 
on-Trent. ores akies “Stirling, Re inploy 
factory, Wm. Sprunt & Co., Ltd., Inverallon-rd., 
Bridge of Allan. Surrey : ‘Temp. school, Buller’s- 
rd., Farnham; Temp. school buildings, R. Hol- 
ford & Co., Guildford; County Primary school, 
Londes-pl., Dorking, Temp. school buildings, 
Howe & White, Ltd., Wallington, Surrey. War- 
wickshire: Warwick: k-rd. County school, Acocks- 
Green, Birmingham, Temp. school buildings, F. 
Deeley, Ltd., 208, High-st., Harborne, ie choo, 
ham. Wigtownshire : Academy-st -st. Public schoo 
Stramaer, Temp. classroom K. Mackenzie & 
Partners, Ltd., 304, Cathedral-st., Glasgow. 
Yorks: Emesa y-rd., school, Skipton, Central’ 
kitchen, Wilson's ame apap -, 319, Selby- 


., Whitkirk, 
 iuenden (War — Dept.).—Works contracts 
clase’ ioe War Dept. for ar one aes 3 
Salop: Glazing work, C. A. (St. 
Helens); Lid., St. Helens, Lancs. Scien Bagg 
laneous work, B. E. Pugh, cesta ae la “ee 
Manchester.—Office block at Newton-st., om 
dsworth-st., Port-st., etc., for M.O.W. : 
ee Hamer, itd., Park-st., Swinton, Mav- 
pone h t Ibstock and 
Market Bosworth.—16 omen a! and’ 
Stanton-under-Barton, for R.D.C sot ae 
bridge, 8.: * Crane “Halls, nr. 
Leicester, £8,760 (8); *H. Beck & Sons Motfarkot 
Bosworth), Ltd. The square, Market Bos- 
worth, nr. Nuneaton, £10,726 ee a 
rough.—16 houses at evick-cres. : 
dat ieee Ltd., 20, Lansdowne-rd., Middles- 
Mend 20 houses. at Preen-dr. and Croft-av.. 
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Architect: T, A. Craafere, , reaonnee.. 
Middlesbrough: *Briggs & H Harris-st., 
Middlesbrough; 10 houses at aiston-ar., by 
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private oe enterprise: 
diesbrough. 
Newoastle.—Extensions to factory for Dome- 
stos, Ltd., Albion-st. : itects: Cackett, 
Burns Dick & , Ellison-pl., New- 
castle : SStephen Easter, Ltd., estgate 
pen Westgate-rd., a 
castie-under-L —Works for T.C. A. 
cotton ig nn rveyor, Municipal-bidgs. 
External painting 38 houses and _ 32 bi hen 
on variond housing estates: *G. W. 
girdle, Leonard-av., Baddeley gy £2,456; 
exterior painting 35 houses, bungalows, 
Cross Heath: H Ppl ew- 
chapel, £525; exterior paint ing 42 houses: *G. 
Vernon, Ltd., ilway-st., Tunstall, Stoke-on- 
Trent, £375; exterior painting 62 houses, Mile- 
house-la.: *A, Andrews, 118, Davenport-st:, 
Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent, £260; electrical in- 
stallations, 48 houses, Booth-st.: *Newcastle 
Electrical wool alas iroamongery, 7. grates 3 and 
sanitary goad houses, *G. 
Hollins & fous, Ltd., 4, Maret-pi. £1,796 ‘rest 
of .Newcast! 2-under-Lyme). 
Northumberland.—Canteen kitchens at two 
schools, for E.C. East and West  Whorlton 
school: *A, C. Luff, ge hy Kirknewton 


“Bean Bros., Longlands-rd.. 


C.E. school: *G. Beattie, Woole 
Otley.—External painting work, on 506 houses 
on various housing estates, for U D.C. J. A. A. 


Pratt, S.: *T. Smith & hone. 13, Market-st., 
£3,486; and *J. Brunton, £1,123 (both of Otley). 


Pelaw (Co. ‘eg .—Additions to offices for 
R. Bowran & C Architects: P. 
Browne, Son & Readies Pearl-bldgs., North- 
umberland-st., | Newcastle-on-Tyne: | *Gibson 
Bros., Haddricks Mill-rd., Gosforth, North- 
umberland. 

Poulton-le- Sree houses, eight bungalows, 
Lover Green state for U.D.C. . G. Woolley, 

Town Hall: *Seddon & Nieighley. 18, Long- 
Rasrat ll coon nr. Preston. 

St. Neots.—4 houses. at Stow Longa and 6 
houses at Yelling, for R.D.C. M. Fawcett, S.: 
*W. Sindall, Cambridge, £5,749 and £8,484 
(subject to MH. approval). 


Shildon.—10 bungalows at 


Dale-rd., for 
U.D.C.: *Direct Labour. : 
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Smethwick.—Blocks of flats, Bearwood-rd. a 
Church-rd., for C. B. Roland Fletcher, BE 
The Council House; *A. J. Crump & Son, Ltd., 
Aston-rd., Dudley, £28,000. 

.—10 Airey houses at Station-rd., 
Filton. , Chipping Sodbury, Bristol : ¥ 
Brook =. 32, Darnley-av., Horfield, Bristol 7, 


.—Kebuilding seven houses. at 
estate. B.E.: *W. Bundey, 481, 
uthend-on-Sea, £8,518 
—32 houses, Coach-rd., Outwood, for 
"S ag a 8., penet Offices, Coach- 

mith & Son, Northfield-la., 


Leigh housin 
Vic wrsigar 
Menlo: 
Mg as hy 
Outwood : 
Teer, Ww 
St rt.—Eight additional Lg Knypers- 
ley-av., for *J. J. 
Oakes & Sons, Ltd., 142, ‘Dialstone. la., "Gt. Moor, 
Stockport, £9,176. 
Psy, Coldfleld.—18 houses, Blackberry-la., 
Porter, B.S.: *Crossley Bros. 
{Buildiers), Lid, 65, Thurston- -av., Sheldon, Bir- 
mingham 26, £17 


Trowbridge.—42 houses, six bungalows and 
site works, for U.D.C.: *E. J. G. Morgan, Ltd., 
Uxbridge, £57,229. 
une —130 “No-fines” houses, for 
U.D.C.: *George Wimpey & Co,, Ltd 


weuiey Ss Bay.—Creamery for Coast Creamery, 
Ltd. rchitect: R. Burke, 10 Lenhtce. rd., 
Jesmond, Neecntinon ne: *B. Peel, Ltd.. 
East Mill Wks., North hields. 


Worthing.—Adaptation a 3. oa 1. as 
school, for West Sussex C.C.: Broad, 
Ltd., 76, Sackville-rd., Worthing, Bi, on. 
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